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REVIVALISM

For a number of days after the election of Purushottamdas Tandon
to the Congress Presidentship the talk of the whole nation turned on
Congress’s future policy under the direction of the new President. Per-
haps feelings ran high most about the issue of the Secular State and the
question came to the fore: Should our country, with its huge Hindu
majority, be revivalist or, because of ils multi-communal character,
secular?

If we are to see straight, the confusion which hangs round the terms
“pevivalism” and “secularism” must be cleared. People who call them-
selves progressive look upon all revivalist tendencies as if they were the
plague:. they understand these tendencies to be pure and unadulterated
communalism. Intolerant Hindu sectarianism on the rampage is their
notion of whoever seems to be a revivalist. It must be admitted that
there is a good number of Hindu bigots and we cannot sufficiently em-
phasise their harmfulness. But two things must be kept in view when
we condemn them. Most of these bigots are a reaction to the fanaticism
that was the father of the Muslim League and therefore the progenitor of
Pakistan. They are the unnatural consequences of a most unnatural

" phenomenon and are to a large extent a sort of defence mechanism against
.a menace that has kept on growing. To discourage them is indeed our
duty, but if our stand is not equally strong against the root cause of their
upsurgence we fail to be realists. To expect that no section of the
Hindu comraunity would indulge in reprisals for acts of injustice and
brutality committed against Hindus in Pakistan is simply to be ignorant
of human nature: the way to avoid retaliations is not merely to preach
Gandhism to the masses or to punish those who take the law into their

own hands but to add to all genuinely preventive or deterrent measuzes an

1ttempt to stop the occasions of provocation. The second point to bear
m mind about the Hindu sectarians is that in a perverse manner they

suggest a truth which should never be neglected. Let us explain this

seeming paradox.

The Hindu Sectarians and Essential Hinduism

We catch the key to the paradox the moment we fix our eyes search-
ingly on the credo of the Hindu sectarians: “India is the land of Hinduism
and the Muslims are Hinduism’s enemies and must be kept under Hindu
domination.” The perversity here is, of course, the undemocratic idea of
domination of one community by another. To discriminate between com-
munities within a country is to sow the seeds of Hitlerism. The fullest
equality not only on constitutional paper but also in living practice must
be there. Some perversity can be read too in the belief that the Muslims
are Hinduism’s enemies. Although unfortunately an anti-Hindu virus
has been working in the Muslim community owing to the machinations of
fanatics and especially since Jinnah brought forward the {wo-nation
theory and caused the sanguinary commotion that culminated in Pakistan,
one cannot tar all Muslims with the same brush. - Qut of the three and a
half crores residing in India many see clearly the folly of the country’s
partition and wish to cultivate friendly relations with the Hindus amongst
whom they live. The mere fact that the Muslim religion does not see eye
to eye with the Hindu religion in several doctrinal matters need not be
taken as any direct antagonism between communities. But a great truth
is enshrined in the statement that India is the land of Hinduism. If we
forget this truth and seek to create a country with all psychological and
metaphysical and spiritual colour of Hinduism wiped off, we shall
seriously thwart India’s growth and make the nation either a mediocrity or
a monstrosity instead of a light to the whole world.

Let us, however, hasten to declare that by Hinduism we do not mean
the present form of the caste system or the old marriage laws or any
specific orthodox convention. The giving of central place to cow-pre-
servation as if the Vedas, the Upanishads and the Gita boiled down to
abstention from cow-slaughter is also far from our meaning. If there are
sound arguments in favour of sparing every cow, we may certainly prac-
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tice cow-protection—and in any case we should cease from the cruelty of
yoking bullocks to two-wheeled carts that throw extra pressure on the
poor animals’ necks—a cruelty whish strangely enough is seldom noticed
by cow-worshippers. But it is ridiculous to put cow-protection at the
very centre of Hinduism: a man may go on protecting cows all his life
and yet be a most deplorable Hindu if the far greater elements of the
Hindu religion are neglected as perhaps more often than not they are.

Hinduism means essentially to live in constant sense, ultimately rising -

to continual realisation, of the Divine Being, infinite and eternal, who has
emanated this universe and dwells within it as well as beyond it as its
single yet multifarious Self and Sovereign. Hinduism implies essentially
the progressive irradiation of one’s whole life down to the most physical
movements by the Divine Being’s supra-intellectual Consciousness and
Delight. Not only inner but outer, not only static and peaceful but
dynamic and creative regeneration in terms of that Consciousness and
that Delight is the aim and goal of Hinduism. A direct all-round turn
towards supra-intellectual experience—a concrete mystical and Yogic

" trend of the widest order—is therefore the final definition of being a

Hindu. The phrase “widest order” has importance, for it distin-
guishes the ideal Hindu God-knower and God-lover from the ideal mystics
of other religions in two ways: most religions draw a line between spiritual
and secular and feel that God is the business of certain parts of our being
and not the be-all and end-all of our entire life, and most religions con-
fine themselves to a particular splendid formula of the deific and fight
shy of certain sides of mystical experience—Christianity, for instance, of
the pantheistic realisation or the realisation of absolute union between
(Gied and man, and Islam not only of these realisations but also of the
God with form as well as of the incarnate Godhead, the Avatar. Of
course, there are some lines of Christian mysticism that escape here and
there from these limits just as the Sufi developments of Islam do, but this
is so because overtly or covertly the influence of Hinduism has been felt
by them. Hence to be a Hindu, as - distinguished from a Christian or

 Muslim or Jew or even Buddhist, is fo be steeped in the tradition of a

spirituality which, while admitting of various kinds of contact and com-
munion with the Infinite Eternal and so granting the validity of various
approaches according to temperament, holds the vision of an experience
combining all approaches and all contacts and communions and is able
to include and allow every sort of religious experience in even an exclusive
form precisely because it holds that wide and comprehensive vision and
keeps it at the baek of all the differring experiences so that there is mutual
understanding among them and a deep tolerance.

The Necessity of Progressive Revivalism

Of Hinduism, thiig defined, India is the land and all that is finest and
grandest in our history has sprung from it. Not to put the utmost stress
possible on this Hinduism is to castrate spiritually a people that has
had the unique distinction of being one of the very few who have kept a
living continuity with the hoary past and survived unimpoverished in
cultural vitality. Try to take away or relegate to the background the
wonderful Hindu spirituality and you do your best to render India utterly
impotent as a truly cultural force. That spirituality is the greatest his-
torical fact in our country and it is the very core of India. It is also some-
thing that opens up the profoundest possibilities of human growth and
provides the power for the next step in evolution—the change from mind
to what Sri Aurobindo calls supermind as our established and effective
status of consciousness. Unless a single Self in all creatures becomes =z
concrete experience, unless a derivation of every being from the one
Divine Creative Person is inherent part of our life-sense, there can be no
genuine brotherhood and harmony on earth. Other modes and means of
promoting equality and peace are mere patching-up devices, temporary
and restricted expedients or at best halfway houses to the basic spiritual

Continuved on page 2
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THE DECLINE OF COMMUNISM IN WE

BY W. N. EWER

The Swedish municipal elections
—which are also indirectly elections
for the Upper House of Parliament
—have brought a heavy setback for
the Communists. They have polled
only five per cent. of the votes—a
third of their strength two years ago.

This ebb of the Communist par-
ties, their decline to the status of
an insignificant if troublesome
minority, is general throughout
Western Europe. Only in France and
Italy are they a serious political
force; and signs of a coming decline
.are visible there as well.

In the Danish general election
earlier in September the Com-
munists—posing as the only cham-
pions of peace and the only
opponents of the “warmongers”—
only won six seats out of 150, In
1945 they had 18.

In Norway, last November, they
lost every one of their 11 seats in
the Storting. '

In three Belgian elections they
have dwindled from 23 in 1946, to
14 in 1949 and to seven in 1950.

The Dutch municipal elections
last year and the provincial elec-
tions this year show the same trend
—a loss of some 25 per cent. of the
cirength since the 1948 general
election. ‘

No Communist M, P,

In Britain, for the first time in 30
years, there is not a single Com-
munist in the House of Commons.

Lastly Western Germany. In June
there were provincial elections in
North Rhine-Westphalia, which in-
cludes the whole of the great indus-
trial area of the Ruhr. The German

. great

cheerfully prophesied
gains. In the event, they
polled only 5.5 per cent. of the votes
as against 14 per cent. three years
ago. In Schleswig Holstein, the
Communist vote was a mere 2.2 per
cent.; even in Hamburg, once a
“Red stronghold”, only seven per
cent. ,

The tide everywhere is running
strongly against the - Communists.
The days when they dreamed of

paign and

coming to power by constitutional”

means, by winning over the work-
ing-class vote from Labour and.So-
cialist Parties, are gone. They can
no longer hope even to be accepted

as partners in any coalition govern-

ment.
Reason for Decline

The basic reason for this decline
is obvicus enough. The Communists
have been found ocut. In one of their
cwn favourite phrases, they have
been “unmasked”,

Buch success as they have had in
the past has been the result of a
series of fraudulent pretences. They
have professed to be the champions
of working-class
fact, they had orders to disrupt the

~trade unions and to destroy social

democracy. They posed as the only
genuine opponents of Fascism—
while Stalin was coming to terms
with Hitler. They professed patriot.-
ism when it seemed to serve their
purpose. They even at times came
forward as defenders of the indivi-
dualist peasantry and of the small
business man, ‘

Their latest disguise is that of

unity—while, in.

of aggression in Korea has made this
pretence merely ridiculous.

It is this incessant and constantly
shifting policy of dissimulation which
has helped to destroy them. Their
own past records them. As Abraham
Lincoln said “You can fool some of

the people some of the time, but you

cannot fool all the people all the
time.” The number of people who
can be fooled by Communist pre-
tences is falling swiftly.

Stalinism “Unmasked”

The other. reason, of course, is
that their own-leader has “unmask-
ed” himself. In the face of what has
happened in Eastern Europe, it is
hopeless for them to pretend that
“Stalinism” means democracy or
persconal freedom or national inde-
pendence; or that it has any care for
the well-being of the “workers and
peasants.” In the face of what hss
happened in the Far East, it is idle
to pretend that Stalinism means
peace. It has exposed itself as what
it is. The West European Com-
munists are, as never before, visibly

and patently either servants or dupes

of something utterly repugnant to

the vast majority of their fellow citi-
Zens.

The decay of Communism hag set
in and it will continue. Its leaders

‘will make every effort and use every .

device to stop the process of decay.
In Italy, for example, at the moment
they are throwing a veil over the

“class war” and over every precept -

of Marxism. Their latest declara-
tion calls upon all Italians “whether

TR

its “fight for peace.” It is too grotes-

que to have any chance of success.

The Future .

What of the future? What are
these dwindling factions to do? They
have no longer any hope or any ex-
pectation either of winning power
by constitutional action or of seizing
it by revolutionary action. For
neither (as they themselves rightly
insist) is possible without mass
support. «

The Communist revolution is in-
definitely postponed. What is a re-

volutionary party to do in such cir-

cumstances?

The answer lies entirely with Mos-
cow. If Stalin were to decide to call
off his cold war against the West,
the Western Communists would be-
come quiescent. So long as he de-
cides to continue it they will seek
to use every weapon of destruction
available for a small minority. They
will seek to promote indusirial
troubles and disturbances. - They
will turn, wherever they dare, to
sabotage. Even assassination may
find a place in their armoury. If
it is, by neo-Communist standards,
possible in Malaya, why mot in
Furope?

They can and will be exceedingly
troublesome. If too troublesome,
firm ‘handling may become mneces-
gary.
elections is that in Western Europe
the Communists have now to be
regarded merely as troublemakers
in alien service. They are no longer
either a political force or a revolu-

But the lesson of all thess .

“partisans of peace”. They had
hoped great things from it. But
their eager and enthusiastic support

Cpmmunist Party threw all its ener-
gles into a specially intensive cam-

rich or poor, whether they belong
to the bourgecisie or the proletariat”,
to support the Communist Party in

tionary danger.
(Special Feature from British In-
formation Services)
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REVIVALISM
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- unity-in-diversity. If we have any ideal hefore us of human perfection,
individual and collective, the large and liberal and all-permeating Hindu-
ism of which we have spoken is the world’s prime necessity. Not for a
moment must we forget or ignore the fact that India by the fundamentals
of her Hinduism is the brightest hope of the earth’s future.

To be a revivalist of this vastly transformative power is the duty of
every Indian. And if secularism is the enemy of that power, then we must
fight secularism tooth and nail. Such secularism is no authentic foe of the
communalist mind but a destroyer of India and a destroyer too of the only
foundation on which non-communalism can be built with any lasting secu-
rity. There is a tendency in officialdom to refrain from giving encourage-
ment to anything which breathes markedly of Hinduism. Moral maxims
from the Hindu scriptures are culled because they bear a resemblance to
ethical aphorisms from other religions, but an openly religious and spiri-

, tual song like Vande Matgram—a cry of obeisance to the divine creative
Power that is mother of the world and that is visioned as the ultimate be-
ing of the National Soul of India the God-intoxicated country—is made to
play second fiddle to a much inferior though by ne means crude national
anthem which never inspired any heroism or sacrifice as the other con-
stantly did during the course of our struggle for freedom. That Vande
Mataram should ever have been challenged on the ground that it was too
Hindu and not secular enough for a country where there were millions of
Muslims is a sad symptom of national decadence. Perhaps a still sadder
one is the lukewarm apologia put up for it at times—namely, that the
Goddess invoked should not worry anybody since nobody now believes in
the reality of such a being and she can be taken as a harmless poetic meta-
phor for the motherland. Heaven save us from this kind of secularism!
Secularism should mean nothing more than that every citizen of India is
free to follow his beliefs, religious or non-religicus, and has equal civic rights
and that no discrimination will be made against him in any sphere because
of his particular creed. It must never signify that India will net be re-
garded any longer as basically the land of Hinduism and that Hinduism
in its cssentials will not be allowed. to mould increasingly the life of the
three hundred million people who have inherited it from the most glorious
spiritual past any country can claim.

Here we may enter a caveat. Revivalism in so far as essential Hindu
spirituality. with its myriad-aspected realisation of both inner and outer
truth is revived is a progressive force. But it should keep clear of sticking
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ol Continued from page1 ' .

to past achievements and declaring that the ultima thule has been reached.
New discoveries of the Supreme Spirit’s hidden powers are always possible
—or at least novel developments of known powers in order to carry fur-
her the transformative urge in man and bring it into tune with contemporary
imodern needs. Surely, it cannot be said that even India has completely
found the secret of life’s transformation. An immense inner "enlightenment
is not enough: the outer mind has to be more than merely purified and
made plastic to the inner truth, the outer vitality has to be more than merely
inspired by the inner dynamism, the outer physicality has to be more than
made a mere medium of the inner stability—they have themselves to grow
divine by the direct descent of some perfect counterpart of not only our
selfhood but also of our instrumental nature. Towards whatever spiritual
discipline that would effect this complete change in us we have to move,
for the whole many-sidedness of past Hinduism has no meaning if it bars
an extension of the spiritual new-birth. Revivalism should never be a
magnificent stagnancy.

Hinduism and Foreign Cultural Influences

The point about stagnancy holds also in the matter of foreign cultural
influences. We should refrain from shutting our doors ' to the wide world.

Hinduism is the very opposite of a hermetically sealed culture, just as it

is the reverse of a rigidly uniform religion. Not only is it many-strained,
it is also remarkably assimilative and is even on the alert to draw new
tones and rhythms into its harmonising organism. To think that by
whittling our life down to indigenous products, whether material or psycho-

_ logical, we shall advance most the spirit of Hinduism is a capital error.

Of course, our growth has always to be from within outwards, but our
“within” need not be a fenced-off secrecy. There can be an Indian “within”
that assimilates the essence of all cultural movements of the world, puts
itself in connection with the time-spirit and is significantly modern without
sacrificing any creative characteristic of its own. In fact, if Hinduism is
to grow more powerful it should welcome the play of the whole world’s
thought and activity, enlarge its own scope of earth-knowledge, give to
every depariment of human effort its true Godward drive and by a spiritual
intuitiveness lead it to its finest fulfilment, so that at the same time
Hinduism may be in the midst of living history and in vibrant touch with
Continued on page 3
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“A DETACHED VIEW”

A LETTER TO THE EDI TOR
By “Cynic”

Dear My, Sethna,
Thank you for the article from The Hindustan Times
rama: What Will Supermen Be Like?” by Mr. Althm

“Life’s Panoc-
Moore, which

I undersiand was sent to you by a reader of Mother India with

a request to publish a suitable rejoinder. I do not think there is
really any need to write a rejoinder to what are after all Mr. Moore’s
purely personal opinions.
pointed out, I am writing this letter to you, which you may publish on the
page you have reserved for my Of Mice and Men.

Mr. Moore begins his article by saying: “An advocate in Jullundur
urges me to discuss in these columns Sri Aurobindo’s theory of the descent
of supramental consciousness upon earth, and also the life and teachings
of Sri Raman Maharshi. He continues, ‘You who take a detached view of
things and personalities, would be able to give us the philosophy of these
two great personalities in its true perspective and also assess its proper
value in the free India of today.”

Now, I have not the slightest mtentlon of disputing here the gentleman
from Jullundur’s right to think that Mr. Moore takes a detached view of
things—I can quite believe that Mr. Moore has a tendency to get detached
from his mind when writing,—but for the life of me I cannot understand
how an educated person could even think of asking a journalist to evaluate
the spiritual experiences of two God-realised persons of the stature of
Sri Aurobindo and Sri Raman Maharshi, and to assess the worth of their
respective spiritual philosophies. To use a famous Socratic line of argu-
.ment: one does not go to a carpenter if one wants to learn music, or to a
butcher to learn mathematics. To go -to a journalist to learn about the
spiritual realisations men of God have attained, and the rationale of their
yogic disciplines, is like going to the local druggist to attain salvation.

I am sure that at this juncture I shall be hauled up by the advocate
from Jullundur, who with his keen legal mind may notice a flaw in my
argument. He will perhaps ask me, “Do you mean to say that a man
does not have a right to express his opinion? What does it matter if
Mr. Moore is only a journalist and not a professional philosopher?” 1 can
only say in reply, “Of course, every man has a right to express his opinion,
but only on matters which fall within the range of his daily experience-—
on matters he really understands. But he should not pass judgment on

- matters which, for a true understanding, require a specialised knowledge.
He should not pronounce verdicts on matters like ‘Quantum Physics’ or
‘Mutations’, or the ‘Static and Dynamic Aspects of the Divine Being’ or
the descent of the Supermind on earth and the divinisation of man, or
again, the withdrawal of the personal consciousness from its outer super-

. ficial activities and its union with the Divine Consciousness, unless he has -

knowledge of these. To be able to assess the value of spiritual realisations
attained by a yogi, and then to compare them to those of other yogis, and
o ascertain the validity of the system of metaphysics and the yogic dis-
cipline arising from them; two qualifications are necessary; spiritual illu-
mination and scholarship. Failing to possess them the best thing to do
is to observe silence. FEven without these qualifications a person can very
well throw about his opinions with impunity; but this he can only do with
those who know even less than he does. Mr. Moore's article with its
‘pseudo-philosophical gloss may appear intellectual in a daily newspaper
but in a journal of philosophy it will be exposed for what it really is.”

Nevertheless, as certain things require to be °

I would net blame Mr. Mome very much for thinking that the majoz’
part of The Life Divine is just “word-spinning.” Surely everyone cannot
be expected to understand the intricacies of ontology and epistemology.
Only highly developed intellects, minds that can move freely in the realm
of ideas, can really follow metaphysical expositions. So there is no reason
for any Aurcbindonian to feel offended if Mr. Moore thinks that Sri
Aurobindo indulges in 'Word-spinning”. He also considers Hegel’s philo-
sophy “a pain in the neck.” .

I don’t suppose I am seriously expected to comment upon Mr. Moore ]
ridiculous attempts to show that Sri Aurobindo is only a struggling
aspirant who has not yet attained God-realisation. I may as well be ex-
pected to convince people that Shakespeare is a poet, or Leonardo a painter,
One either has the light of truth in him and looks into things, or he does
not have it and just looks at things. However I would like to say some-
things about the title of the article: What Will Supermen be Like? Each
thinker creates his superman according to his own mental or spiritual
vision. We have he titanic superman of Nietzsche, the cerebral super-
man of Shaw, and the mystical Neo-Brahmin of Gerald Heard; Sri
Aurobindo creates his Supramental Gnostic Being in accordance with his
own integral spiritual vision. Now comes Mr. Moore with his “detached
vision” and creates a new kind of superman, This superman resembles an
R.A.F. pilot dispossessed of his aeroplane. Mr. Moore explains: “When
the supermen arrive they will not pass their time sitting down and send-
ing their thoughts round the world, but will themselves take to the air
in their physical bodies....” (like Flash Gordon, I suppose.)

Now, I neither believe nor disbelieve Mr. Moore; I do not profess
to know whether the supermen will fly or not,—perhaps they will; but
I definitely do know that even if these supermen keep on hitting the
moon with their heads the whole day, the fundamental problems of men
will not be solved. These plane-less pilots are not going to create the
kingdom of Heaven upon earth. Only a “new-birth” of humanity into
the Spirit giving rise to a race of divinised beings—the ideal of Sri Auro-
bindo —can lead to the consummation to which men have always aspired.

Before I end my letter I would like to say one thing more about Mr.
Moore’s attitude towards the philosophy of Sri Aurobindo. The gentle-
man from Jullundur thinks that Mr. Moore always takes a detached
view of things. How detached that view is, can be easily seen by reading
the articles Mr. Moore keeps on writing about Sri Aurobindo from time
to time—always trying to lower his prestige and to undermine the value
of his teachings. When on August 15, 1349, Indians in Calcutta, Delhi and
Bombay, celebrated Sri Aurobindo’s birthday, Mr. Moore came out with
a long invective against him, accusing him of all sorts of things. He
followed it up by publishing in Thought—a .magazine no longer in his
hands—an article on Sri Aurobindo by a foreign journalist, which for sheer
vulgarity and bad taste would be hard to rival. If a person asserts that
such a prejudiced outlook can be called “taking a detached view of things”
it can signify only cne thing, that he attaches no meaning to the words he
uses.

Yours sincerely,

aaaaa

REVIVALISM AND SECULARISM conined from puge:

mankind as a whole and impart to the contemporary universe the typically
Hindu light and colour which are of the deep divine Self of selves.
Amplitude, multiplicity, variety to the utmost on a basis of absolute
unity—penetration of the entire world and absorption toc of the world in
its entirety—these are Hinduism’s natural modes of being. And if these
modes are not to be vitiated it is necessary to consider as a vital portion of
our national life the English language. We may regard Hindi with a foster-
ing care, we may try to spread it more and more, but let us not commit the
blunder of attempting to cut out or atrophy what is now a natural organ of
our culture-body and what to our good fortune is the vividest medium of
the developing world-mind. When people all over the globe are wishing
to make English more and more a part of their education we should not be
foolish enough to diminish its actual established presence in our culture.
English is now as much a language of India as any of the indigenous
tongues. If it is not as well spoken by many of those who employ it as
Tamil is by the South Indians or Hindi by the northerners, it is spoken by
the south and the north, the west and the east of our sub-continent in a uni-
fying nation-conscious manner as no Indian language is spoken. It is the
language by which the political unity of our country has been historically
formed, it is the language in which our whole battle for freedom has been

fought, it is the language with which we have put India on the map of the

world, it is the language of our best journalism and our rarest literature
—Nehru has fashioned of it a’ gleaming mirror of his idealistic personality,
Gandhiji has effectively used it for straight thrusts. of moral force, Radha-
krishnan has achieved through it a striking lucidity of versatile intellectual
exposition, R. K. Narayan has made by its help the novelist’s art a rare
~ blend of the simple and the subtle, Sarojini Naidu has been enchantingly

lyrical in it, Tagore has given with it to his Gitanjeli an immortal poignancy,
Vivekananda has forged from it a thrilling clarion of the Vedanta calling
both the East and the West to God-knowledge, Sri Aurobindo has turned
through it philosophy into a magnificent marshalling of spiritual truths and
of mystical realisations and poetry into a mighty image of the FEternal,
“mountain-lined, crowded with deep prophetic grots.” *

Mention of Sri Aurobindo spotlights English as undeniably integral to
our growth in greatness. For, if a unique spirituality is the core of India,
then the fact that our greatest spiritual figure today creates in the medium
of English as if English were his mother-tongue is profoundly significant.
It sets the seal on the extraordinary capacity of English to transmit by its
highly developed plasticity, its multi-suggestive quickness and its packed
power the presence of the Infinite that is India’s special source of life
abounding. This is not to deny the spiritual potentialities of our indigen-~
ous tongues. This is only to affirm the important role English is meant to
play in our culture. 'To minimise that role is to fall far short of a truly
enlightened revivalism.

A revivalism enlightened and progressive, free from superficial ortho-
dox restraints and insularities, moving out from a richened inward centre is
our burning need, rather than a neutral secularism ignoring the deep
foundation which the ideals of liberty, equality and fraternity must seek if
they are to become living and spontaneous facts. This revivalism does
not imply the entry of terms like Brahman, Atman and Ishwara into our
Constitution: it has in that respect no quarrel with the Secular State. But
it does imply the resurgence and the furtherance within us of the pro-
found sense India once had of man’s origin from the Eternal, his oneness
with the Infinite and his destiny of a Life Divine.
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SECTION 11T :

(a) THE

THE NEW WORLD-VIEW

SPIRITUAL METAPHYSIC

(ii) KNOWLEDGE OF THE DIVINE REALITY
7SUPRANORMAL, PARANORMAL AND INFRANORMAL RANGES OF CONSCIOUSNESS

We examined .in the previous essays the psychobiological justification
for the existence of the ego—the need of the individual to dissociate himself
from the subconscience of the mass and affirm himself,—as well as its meta-

- physical significance; we found that it was a formation of Universal Nature
created to establish stable individual forms in the Universal flux, and that it
was an instrumental nature-personality for the true person behind—the
soul-being. But, as has been pointed out, man has not only to affirm him-
self-—an excessive self-affirmation can only make him more confirmed in.
his ego-centricity,—he has also to exceed himself and transcend his ego,
he has to make a conscious effort to co-operate with the evolutionary nisus
and grow spiritually and attain divinisation. Therefore it is necessary for
him to enlarge his partial being into a complete being, his narrow limited
consciousness into an integral consciousness; he has not only to realise his
true individuality but has to widen it into the Cosmic Self and become
conscious of his universality as well, and finally to find his source in the
Transcendent. ‘“To become ourselves by exceeding ourselves...... is the
difficult and dangerous necessity,” says Sri Aurobindo, “the cross sur-
mounted by an invisible crown which is imposed on us...... To exceed
ego and be our true self, to be aware of our real being, to possess it, to
possess a real delight of being, is therefore the ultimate meaning of our
life here; it is the concealed sense of our individual and terrestrial exist-
ence.”—"It follows at once that the knowledge we have to arrive at is not
truth of the intellect; it is not right belief, right opinions, right informa-
tion about oneself and things—that is only the surface mind’s idea of know-
ledge., To arrive at some mental conception about God and ourselves and
the world is an object good for the intellect but not large enough for the
Spirit; it will not make us the consecious sons of Infinity.”

This clearly explains how problems of Being, Becoming and Knowledge
are inter-related in the philosophy of Sri Aurobindo. The next step is to
see the nature of the higher knowledge attained through an enlargement
of being and a growth of consciousness.

A superficial examination of our personality reveals to us that we have
first a surface-consciousness, and below or behind it a subconscious—a
consciousness of which we are not directly aware; that is, of course, if we
discard the still more superficial view that mind or consciousness is a

 quality of matter or its by-product. To say this is not to undermine the
. findings of the Behaviourists, for one can always recognise their partial
validity and see the truth behind physiological processes affecting psycho-
logical ones without subscribing to Epiphenomenalism. As a matter of
fact it can be empirically proved that psychological processes can condition
physiological processes, and it can be experimentally ascertained how oc-
cult and spiritual processes can also influence them. Coming back to the
subconscious, we find that we know very little about it except in manifesta-
tions of what are commonily known as “psychic phenomena” ~but which
should really be called sublimingl phenomena for they have nothing to do
with the true psyche, the soul, the spark of the Godhead,—and in morbidly
abnormal phenomena of the diseased mind. But if we probe deeper into
the “abyssus humanae conscientiae” by piercing the veil of the surface-
consclousness, we find how vast is this region which we ordinarily design-
ate as the subconscious, and how small and fragmentary is our surface be-
ing which we call ourselves. We find that our ego is only the culminating
outer point of a greater subliminal self behind, or rather, it is the outer
frontal personality of a greater inner being behind it.* Sri Aurobindo says
that to know our inner being is the first step towards self-knowledge, and
that it is by this inward self-finding that the second—the cosmic self-finding
—can become entirely possible. A proper distinction has to be made bet-
ween the subliminal which is a luminous region of consciousness along-
side the normal surface being—paranormal to it—and the infra-
normal subconscious which is dark and turbid. Sri  Aurobindo
makes this distinction in The Life Divine: “Ordinarily we speak of
a subconscious existence and include in this term all that is not on
the waking surface. !
liminal self can hardly be characterised by that epithet; for when we say
subconscious, we think readily of an obscure unconsciousness or half-
consciousness or else a submerged consciousness below and in a way in-
ferior to and less than our organised waking awarenes or, at least, less in
possession of itself. But we find, when we go within, that somewhere in
our subliminal part—though not co-extensive with it since it has also obs-

cure and ignorant regions,—there is a consciousness much wider, more

*This inner being must not be mistaken for the soul-being or the psychic being,
the immortal part of mortal man, that incarnates life after life, and uses mind life
and body as its instrumenis of self-expression and fulfilment, helps them to evolve,
and itself grows through their experience. As we have seen, the soul-being js a
direct projection of the Transcendent in terresirial manifestation and is not g formation
of Universal Nature, Prakriti. The function of the psychic heing in earth evolution
will be discussed at length later. i

But the whole or the greater part of the inner or sub-

luminous, more in possession of itself and things than that which wakes

. upon our surface and is the percipient of our daily hours; that is our inner
~ being, and it is this which we must regard as our subliminal self and set

apart the subconscient as an inferior, a lowest occult province of our
nature...... i ,

“Our subliminal self is not, like our surface physical being, an cutcome
of the energy of the Inconscient, it is a meeting-place of the consciousness
that emerges from below by evolution and the consciousness that has des-
cended from above for involution. There is in it an inner mind, an inner

vital being of ourselves, an inner or subtle-physical being larger than our
outer being and nature »

......

“There is here a consciousness which has a power of direct contact
with the universal unlike the mostly indirect contacts which our surface
being maintains with the universe through the sense-mind and the senses.
There are here inner senses, a subliminal sight, touch, hearing; but these
subtle senses are rather channels of the inner being’s direct consciousness
of things than its informants: the subliminal is not dependent on its senses
for its knowledge, they only give a form to its direct experience of objects;
they do not, so much as in waking mind, convey forms of objects for the
mind’s documentation or as the starting-point or basis for an indirect con-
structive experience. The subliminal has the right of entry into the mental
and vital and subtle-physical planes of the universal consciousness, it is
not confined to the material plane and the physical world; it possesses
means of communication with the worlds of being which the descent to-

wards involution created in its passage and with all corresponding planes
or worlds that may have arisen or been constructed to serve the purpose
of the re-ascent from Inconscience to Superconscience. It is into this
large realm of interior existence that our mind and vital being retire when
they withdraw from the surface activities whether by sleep or inward-
drawn concentration or by the inner plunge of trance.

“Our waking state is unaware of its connection with the subhrmnal be-
ing, although it receives from it—but without any knowledge of the place
of origin—the inspirations, intuitions, ideas, will-suggestions, sense-sugges-
sions, urges to action that rise from below or from behind our limited sur-
face existence..... ? :

- “This concealed self and consciousness is our real or whole being, of
which the outer is a part and a phenomenon, a selective formation for a
surface use. We perceive only a small number of the contacts of things
which impinge upon us; the inner being perceives all that enters or touches
us and our environment. We perceive only a part of the workings of our
life and being; the inner being perceives so much that we might almost
suppose that nothing escapes its view, We remember only a small selection
from our perceptions, and of these even we keep a great part in a store-
room where we cannot always lay our hand upon what we need; the inner
being retains everything that it has ever received and has it always ready
to hand. We can form into co-ordinated understanding and knowledge
only so much of our perceptions and memories as our trained intelligence
and mental capacity can grasp in their sense and appreciate in their rela-
tions: the intelligence of the inner being needs no training, but preserves
the accurate form and relations of all its perceptions and memories and,—
though this is a proposition which may be considered doubtful oy difficult
to concede in its fullness,—can grasp immediately, when it does not possess
already, their significance. And its perceptions are not confined, as are
ordinarily those of the waking mind, to the scanty gleanings of the physi-
cal senses, but extend far beyond and use, as telepathic phenomena of many
kinds bear witness, a subtle sense the limits of which are too wide to be
easily fixed..

Then agam “the subliminal being has also a larger direct contact
with the world; it is not confined like the surface Mind to the interpreta~
tion of sense-images and sense-vibrations supplemented by the mental and
vital intuition and the reason. There is indeéd an inner sense in the sub-
liminal nature, a subtle sense of vision, hearing, touch, smell and taste; but
these are not confined to the creation of images of things belonging to the
physical environment,—they can present to the consciousness wvisual,
auditory, tactual and other images and vibrations of things beyond the res-
tricted range of the physical senses or belonging to other planes or spheres
of existence. This inner sense can create or present images, scenes, sounds
that are symbolic rather than actual or that represent possibilities in forma-
tion, suggestions, thoughts, ideas, intentions of other beings, image forms
of powers or potentialities in universal Nature; there is nothing that it can-
not image or visualise or turn into sensory formations. It is the subliminal
in reality and not the outer mind that possesses-the powers of telepathy,
clairvoyance, second sight and other supernormal faculties whose occur-
rence in the surface consciousness is due to openings or rifts in the wall
erected by the outer personality’s unseeing labour of individualisation and
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interposed between itself and the inner domain of our being......
“But more important is the power of the subliminal to enter into a
direct contact of consciousness with other consciousness or with objects, to
act without other instrumentation, by an essential sense inherent in its own
substance, by a direct mental vision, by a direct feeling of things, even by
a close envelopment and intimate penetration and a return with the con-
tents of what is enveloped or penetrated, by a direct intimation or impact
on the substance of mind itself, not through outward signs or figures,—a
revealing intimation or a self-communicating impact of thoughts, feelings,
forces. It is by these means that the inner being achieves an immediate,
intimate and accurate spontaneous knowledge of persons, of objects, of the
occult and to us intangible energies of world-Nature that surround us and
impinge upon our own personality, physicality, mind-force and life-force..”
“In our surface mind we have no direct means of knowing even other
men who are of our.own kind and have a similar mentality and are vitally
and physically built on the same model...... Human beings therefore live
as strangers to each other, at best tied by a very partial sympathy and
mutual experience; we do not know enough, do not know as well as we
know ourselves—and that itself is little—even those nearest to us. But
in the subliminal inner consciousness it is possible to become directly
aware of the thoughts and feelings around us, to feel their impact, to see
their movements; to read a mind and a heart becomes less diffi-
cult, a less uncertain venture. There is a constant mental, vital,
subtle-physical interchange going on beiween all who meet or live
together, of which they are themselves unaware except in so far as its im-

pacts and interpenetrations touch them as sensible resulis of speech and

action and outer contact: for the most part it is subtly and invisibly that
this interchange takes place; for it acts indirectly, touching the subliminal
parts and. through them the outer nature. But when we grow conscious
in these subliminal parts, that brings consciousness also of all this interac-
tion and subjective interchange and intermingling, with the result that we
need no longer be involuntary subjects of their impact and consequence, but
can accept or reiect, defend ourselves or isolate. At the same time, our
action on others need no longer be ignorant or involuntary and often unin-

tentionally harmful; it can be a conscious help, a luminous interchange and -

a fruitful accoramodation, an approach towards an inner understanding or
union...... . : ;

“Equally important would be the change in our dealings with the im-
personal forces of the world that surround us. These we know only by
their results, by the little that we can seize of their visible action and con-
sequence. Among them it is mostly the physical world-forces of which we
have some knowledge, but we live constantly in the midst of a whirl of
‘unseen mind-forces and life-forces of which we know nothing, we are not
even aware of their existence. To all this unseen movement and action
‘the subliminal inner consciousness can open our awareness, for it has a
knowledge of it by direct contact, by inner vision, by a psychic sensitive-
ness; but at present it can only enlighten our obtuse superficiality and out-
wardness by unexplained warnings, premonitions, attractions and repul-
sions, ideas, suggestions, obscure intuitions, the little it can get through
imperfectly to the surface. The inner being not only contacts directly and
concretely the immediate motive and movement of these universal forces
and feels the results of their present action, but it can to a certain extent
forecast or see ahead their farther action; there is a greater power in our
subliminal parts to overcome the time barrier, to have the sense or feel the
vibration of coming events, of distant happenings, even to look into the
future. It is true that this knowledge proper to the subliminal being is not
complete; for it is a mixture of knowledge and ignorance and it is capable
of erroneous as well as of true perception, since it works not by know-
ledge by identity, but by a knowledge through direct contact and this is
also a separative knowledge, though more intimate even in separation than
_anything that is commanded by our surface nature. But the mixed capa-
city of the inner mental and vital nature for a greater ignorance as well as
a greater knowledge can be cured by going still deeper behind it to the
‘psychic entity which supports our individual life and body. There is in-
deed a soul-personality, representative of this entity, already built up with-
in us, which puts forward a fine psychic element in our natural being;
~ but this finer factor in our normal make-up is not yet dominant and has
only a limited action. Our soul is not the overt guide and master of our
thought and acts; it has to rely on the mental, vital, physical instruments
for self-expression and is constantly overpowered by our mind and life-
force: but if once it can succeed in remaining in constant communion with
its own larger occult reality,—and this can only happen when we go deep
‘into cur subliminal parts,—it is no longer dependent, it can become power-
ful and sovereign, armed with an intrinsic spiritual perception of the truth
of things and a spontaneous discernment which separates that truth from
the falsehood of the Ignorance and Inconscience, distinguishes the divine
and the undivine in the manifestation and so can be the luminous leader of
our other parts of nature. It is indeed when this happens that there can
be the turning-point towards an integral transformation and an integral
knowledge. S

“These are dynamic functionings and pragmatic values of the sub-
liminal cognition; but what concerns us in our present inquiry is to learn
from its way of action the exact character of this deeper and larger cog-
nition and how it is related to true knowledge. Iis main characler is a
knowledge by the direct confact of conseciousness with its object or of
consciousness with other consciousness; but in the end we discover that
this power is an outcome of a secret knowledge by identity, a translation of
it into a separative awareness of things. For-as in the indirect confact
. ‘proper to our normal consciousness and surfece cognition it is the meet-
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ing or friction of the living being with the existence outside it that awakens
the spark of conscious knowledge, so here it is some contact that sets in
action a pre-existent secret knowledge and brings it to the surface. For
consciousness is one in the subject and the object, and in the contact of
existence with existence this identity brings to light or awakens in the
self the dormant knowledge of this other self outside it. But while this
pre-exisent knowledge comes up in the surface mind as a knowledge
acquired, it arises in the subliminal as a thing seen, caught from within,
remembered as it were, or, when it is fully intuitive, self-evident to the
inner awareness; or it is taken in from the object contacted but with an
immediate response as to something intimately recognisable. In the
surface consciousness knowledge represents itself as a truth seen from
outside, thrown on us from the object, or as a response to its fouch on the
sense, a perceplive reproduction of its touch on the sense, a perceptive
reproduction of its objective actuality. Our surface mind is obliged to
give to itself this account of its knowledge, because the wall between. itself
and the outside world is pierced by the gates of sense and it can catch
through these gates the surface of outward objects though not what is
within them, but there is no such ready-made opening between itself and
its own inner being: since it is unable to see what is within its deeper self
or observe the process of the knowledge coming from within, it has no
choice but to accept what it does see, the external object, as the cause of
its knowledge. Thus all our mental knowing of things represents itself to
us as objective, a truth imposed on us from outside; our knowledge is a
reflection or responsive construction reproducing in us a figure or picture
or a mental scheme of something that is not in our own being. In fact, it
is a hidden deeper response to the contact, a response coming from within
that throws up from there an inner knowledge of the object, the object
being itself part of our larger self; but owing to the double veil, the veil
between our inner self and our ignorant surface self and the veil between
that surface self and the object contacted, it is only an imperfect figure
or representation of the inner knowledge that is formed on the surface.

“This affiliation, this concealed method of our knowledge, obscure and
non-evident to our present mentality, becomes clear and evident when the
subliminal inner being breaks its boundaries of individuality andy carry-
ing our surface mind with it, enters into the cosmic consciousness. The
subliminal is separated from the cosmic through a limitation by the subtler
sheaths of our being, its mental, vital, subtle-physical sheaths, just as the
surface nature is separated from universal Nature by the gross physical
sheath, the body; but the circumsecribing wall around it is more trans-
parent, is indeed less a wall than a fence. The subliminal has besides a
formation of consciousness which projects itself beyond all these sheaths
and forms a circumeconsicent, an environing part of itself, through which
it receives the contacts of the world and can become aware of them and
deal with them before they enter. The subliminal is able to widen in-
definitely this circumconscient envelope and more and more enlarge its
self-projecticn into the cosmic existence around it. A point comes where
it can break through the separation altogether, unite, identify itself with
cosmic being, feel itself universal, one with all existence. In this freedom
of entry into cosmic self and cosmic nature there is a great liberation of
the individual being; it puts on a cosmic consciousness, becomes the uni-
versal individual. Its first result, when it is complete, is the realisation
of the cosmic spirit, the one self inhabiting the universe, and this union
may even bring about a disappearance of the sense of individuality, a
merger of the ego into the world-being. Another common result is an
entire openness to the universal Energy so that it is felt acting through the
mind and life and body and the sense of individual action ceases. But
more usually there are results of less amplitude; there is a direct aware-
ness of universal being and nature, there is a greater openness of the mind
to the cosmic Mind and its energies, to the cosmic Life and its energies, to
cosmic Matter and its energies. A certain sense of unity of the individual
with the cosmic, a perception of the world held within one’s consciousness
as well as one’s own intimate inclusion in the world consciousness can
become frequent or constant in this opening; a greater feeling of unity
with other beings is its natural consequence. It is then that the existence
of the cosmic Being becomes a certitude and a reality and is no longer an
ideative perception.” ’ i '
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T've tied my fate to the tail of a kite
And however I flap in the gusty gale
. Or whip-lash the wind, with a bright
Ajr-worthy lead I sail!

When I come into port in the thick of the night
1] hurl the umbilical rope afar,
Tether somehow, by some singular sight,

This battered bark to & star!

Though I wake in the caves of the troglodyte,
Or the underground vault of the safely dead,
Like a vapour I'll rise, or a flaming sprite,

To moor my ship overhead, _
Then drop anchor (by some secret sleight
Of mind) up in the midnight sea
And wait on the deep for the marvelous light

That guides solifarily.

ELEANOR A. MONTGOMERY. .
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Six

No part of the psycho-physical organism of man has been more mis-
understood and mishandled than the body. FEither it has been unduly
coddled and cossetted and its coarse demands and pleasures inordinately
indulged, or a severe asceticism has ridden rough-shod over it, denying
even its elementary needs and depressing or damaging its motor powers.
Man’s dealing with his body has usually swung between these two ignorant
extremes, and it is only in rare individual cases that it has been able- to
strike a balance and steer a middle course. And even this balance has

been a rather poor and precarious makeshift, there being always an un- -

suspected disproportion or a wrong stress on the part of the mind or the life
forces illegitimately interfering with the natural working of the body.
Never has man awakened to the spiritual potentialities of his body and the
role it is meant to play in his terrestrial perfection. Never has he faced
its defects and difficulties with a searching empathy and a patient, dispas-
sionate courage, and directed the powers of his soul or the supreme Force
of the Spirit to effect its radical conversion and transfiguration. HEven
Plato who gave so great an importance to physical culture, speaks with
an undisguised disparagement of the body which, in his view, is “the
source of endless trouble to us by reason of the mere requirement of food;
and is liable also to diseases which overtake and impede us in the search
after true being; it fills us full of loves, and lusts, and fears, and fancies of
all kinds, and endless fodlery, and in fact, as men say, takes away from us
all power of thinking at all...... It has proved to us by experience that if
we would have true knowledge of anything, we must be quit of the body.”
The Stoics gave an added impetus to the mortification of the flesh and the
" Neo-Pythagorians carried on the tradition with an unabated zeal. Nor did
Christianity improve upon this pagan attitude; rather its later development
tended to put a premium on the contempt and chastisement of the body,
culminating sometimes in a positive self-torture. In India the whole post-
Upanishadic period of philosophical‘ thought and spiritual practice has been
marked by a growing and glorified aversion to the bedy and even Hatha-
voga which concerns itself with the body and its health and longevity, does
so with the ulterior motive of the soul’s release from the material bondage
into the freedom and peace of the pure spiritual existence, and not for any
spiritualsconquest and perfection of the body itself. Even the great eight
siddhis or aitainments of supernatural powers are regarded as incidental
to a certain line of spiritual advance, and not as an achievement in them-
selves, so far as the body is concerned.

Thanks to the prevailing pragmatism of the modern age, the body has
come to claim its rightful place in the hierarchy of our natural instruments
and assume, in spite of the materialists, a teleological importance and signi-
ficance. An expansion, enrichment and enlightenment of life is one of the
two most insistent demands of the modern mind,—the other being the unity
of human life,—and for the tulfilment of this demand what is essential is a
physical frame capable of holding the beightened powers of life and res-
ponding to its varied urges towards self-development and creative self-
expression. The studied neglect and high disdain of the traditional reli-
gous outlook are being replaced by an earnest plumbing of the physical
possibilities of the human body, and though science is leading in this en-
deavour, resurgent spirituality is trying to catch up with it and investing
the endeavour with a deeper significance and lLifting it from the domain of
the merely physical to that of the boundless supra-physiecal.

And yet the inmost secret of the body has‘not been discovered and its
hidden springs have not been touched. Beyond all the accumulated know-
ledge of physiology and anatomy, beyond the momentous discoveries of
biology, anthropology and psychology, beyond even the horizons of neo-
“spiritual aspiration end vision, there waits a great mystery to be reveal-
ed, the crux of the physical birth of man to be resolved. What is the body?
What is its proper function and destiny? What is the right way of dealing
with it? What is the secret of its mastery and transformation? These

are some of the questions we shall briefly consider here in the light of the
Mother’s teachings.

The body is the material form of the self-manifesting Spirit. In its
fundamental essence, it is the substance of the Spirit itself, luminous and
immortal, but in its phenomenal formation in the inconscience of Matter,
it undergoes such a modification as to belie its eternal essence and become
dense and mutable and perishable. Density, insensibility and inertia are
the gift of its inconscient origin and mutability and mortality the condition
of its evolution in ignorance. When the soul evolves, its triple nature of
mind, life and body also evolves with it. This evolution is a progressive
refinement, purification, widening and deepening of the emergent consci-
ousness and the realisation of its potential capacities for instrumental ac-
tion. The mind, because it is the subtlest and most elastic and plastic of
the three instruments, evolves with a greater celerity and ease than the
other two; the body takes the longest time and offers the most cbstinate
resistance. But it too is an instrument, a very important instrument at
that, in our earthly existence; in fact, it is the base and pedestal upon which
we stand for our spiritual growth and fulfilment. Therefore it has neither
to be repressed nor pampered, but patiently and properly trained and per-
fected. That it is capable of an infinite perfection is attested by two facts:
first, the ascending scale of its development in evolution and, second, the
existence of its sustaining, subtle counterpart behind, which is wider,
ampler, lighter, plastic and transparent. When we study the ascending
scale, we find that the most dense, inert and rigid material form (body) is
the stone, in which the indwelling conscicusness is imprisoned and eclipsed
by its corporeal tenement. A creeper or a plant is a less dense body of the
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evolving soul,—the delicacy, suppleness, grace and adaptability of the form
betray the awaking Inhabitant. The body of an animal is more free and

- flexible, mobile and mutable, and capable of expressing something of its

inner movements. The human body is a distinct improvemnet upon the
body of the animal, its architectonic harmony and beauty fully approved
by the gods, as says one of the Upanishads. It can reflect and reproduce,
to a remarkable extent, the stuff, colour and psychological vibrations of the
human consciousness, work out, as far as it lies in its power, the behests
of the will and support the manifold action of an expanding mind and life.
It is more conscious than the body of an animal-though its conscicusness
is mostly a sub-consciousness,—and able to adapt itself to all sorts of condi-
tions and contingencies. This ascending scale of perfection lends support to
the belief that if man’s consciousness undergoes a further change and
breaks out of its present sense-moulds into the limpid infinity of the Spirit,
his body may also register a considerable change, provided he wills it
The body is a material reflex of the soul, a crystallisation of its formative
energy, its clay configuration. There is no gulf between it and the soul,
but an ascending series of substance, linking up the crust to the core, and
a correlation of creative energies. Every advance made by the soul and
the mind is, therefore, sure to produce its results ‘upon the body in some
form or other, and no limit can possibly be set to this progressional paral-
lelism. But what has weighed in favour of repression or rejection of the
body is its density and inertia, its slowness to change, its instinctive recoil
from the light and force of a higher poise. This dull conservatism—it is
essentially a principle of conservation—can be overcome, as the evidence
of morphology proves, and a radical transformation effected, not only in its
instincts and impulses and desires, but even in its structure, texture and
organic functions.

The second fact* which supports our theory of physical transformation,

.is the existence of the subtle or etheric body, just behind the gross body.

Through the medium of this subtle body, the soul or the mind can, if it
knows how to do it, influence and change the gross body to an unimagin-
able extent. It can purify or enlighten it, fill its nerves and tissues and
veins with a subtler energy and verve and supplement the normal limping
and limited action of the senses by the superior working of the subtle senses.
It can eliminate the causes of the body’s weakness and susceptibility to
illness, and infuse into it something of its own fire, freedom and flexihility.
Most of the physical attacks in the form of diseases come through the
subtle physical and can be stopped there before they get at the gross body,
if one has the knowledge and perception of the operations of that sheath.
Faith cure, cure by hypnotic suggestion ete., even after due allowance has
been made for the elements of chance and superstition involved in them,
point to the occult presence of potent curative agencies which, once set in
motion, may perform miracles on the material plane. Indeed, except to a
wilful obscurantist and unseeing sceptic, miracles are not after all so mira-
culous as they seem at the first blush.

. There are other facts as undeniable as the two referred to above, but
they are far removed from the normal experience of man and the orbit of
his immediate perception. It is only when his consciousness, which is now
almost wholly identified with material things, rises beyond them into the
large air of the Spirit-skies that a new, limitless vista will open before him
and he will know that he is infinitely greater than he ever imagined and
that he has the power to reveal and radiate this transcendent greatness by
every part of his being, even by his body. “There is, so to say, no limit
to its (the body’s) growth in capacities and to its progress”, says the Mother,
“provided one discovers the true method and the proper conditions. This
is one of the numerous experiments which we wish to attempt in order to
break the collective suggestion and to show to the world that human pOS-
sibilities surpass all expectations.”

If such are the possibilities of the human body, how is it that it suffers
so much and proves a stumbling block to our mental and spiritual pro-
gress? The Mother says that the mind and the life are two “brigands”
that sack and ravage the body. “The body is a marvellous ingtrument, it
is our mind that does not know how to use it, and, instead of promoting its
suppleness, its plasticity, puts into it a certain fixity arising from pre-con-
ceived ideas and unfavourable suggestions.”? The mind imposes its own
ideas, which are nothing but ignorant constructions, upon the body and in
its effort to compel it to subserve its own ends, disrupts the natural har-
mony of the physical organism and throws it out of gear. The vital forces,
in the blind fury of their desires, prey upon the body and suck up its life-
blood. This combined tyranny breaks the body, deadens or destroys its
springs and renders it vulnerable to all sorts of suffering,

The body has its own consciousness,—though much of it is still sub~

*I take it for granted that modern advanced thought does not deny its existence,
1. “Words of the Mother”. 2. “Prayers and Meditations of the Mother.”
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‘meet with success in life and achieve whatever they undertake.

. body had taken care of it.

merged and can be evolved,—its own mode and rhythin of action and its
characteristic way of expressing the self-nature of the being. If patiently
and intelligently trained, it can respond to most of the psychological move-
ments of our composite personality and reproduce them in a growing
beauty of poise and form. But the training must respect its autonomy and
hasic qualities, and not play havoce with them in order to force it into a pre-
conceived mould. But the results can only be obtained if the body and

“its evolving consciousness are steadily opened to the infinite consciousness

and force of the Divine. Once united to its universal source and susten-
ance, it will receive a perennial flow and know no defeat or depletion.

Among several means of replenishing the bodily energies, the Mother
mentions two: “The first is to put oneself in relation with the energies ac-
cumulated in the material and earthly world and to draw freely from this
inexhaustible source. These material energies are obscure and half in-
conscient; they encourage animality in man, but, at the same time, esta-
blish a kind of harmonious relation between the human hody and material
Nature. Those who know how to receive and use these energies generally
But still
they depend largely upon the conditions of their life and the state of their
bodily health. The harmony created in them is not safe from all attack,
it generally vanishes when circumstances become adverse. The child
spontaneously receives this energy from material Nature when it throws
out all its forces without measuring, gladly and freely. But in most human
beings, as they grow up, this faculty is deadened because of the cares of
life and the predominant place mental activities come to occupy in the

-eonsciousness.

“Yet there is a source of energy which, once discovered, never dries
up, whatever the circumstances and the physical conditions in life. It is the
energy that can be described as spiritual, that which is received not from
below, from the depths of inconscience, but from above, from the supreme
origin of men and the universe, from the all-powerful and eternal splen-

. dours of the superconscious. It is there everywhere around us, penetrat-

ing everything, and to enter into contact with it and to receive it, it is suffi-
cient to sincerely aspire for it, to open oneself to it in faith and confidence,
so as to enlarge one’s consciousness for identifying it with the universal
Consciousness.,”®

“We can easily imagine what would be the consequences of this power
to draw at will and in all circumstances from the limitless source of an
omnipotent energy in its luminous purity. Fatigue, exhaustion, illness, age
and even death become mere cbstacles on the way which a steady will is
sure to surmount.”®

Speaking on the same subject of opening to the divine Consciousness
and Will, the Mother says, “As soon as physical conditions are a little diffi-
cult and there results from them some unease, if we know how to surrender
completely before Thy Will, holding cheap life or death, health or illness,
our integral being enters immediately into harmony with Thy law of love
and life and all physical indisposition ceases, to give place to a well-being
calm, deep and peaceful.5

Let me illustrate the above teaching of the Mother by an outstanding
personal experience. It was probably in the year 1938 or 1939. As a resi-
dent of Sri Aurobindo Ashram I was practising Yoga and serving the
Mother as a supervisor of the painters employed by her for the work of the
Building Service. One morning my friend, the then Engineer of the Ashram,
came and informed me that the Mother wanted me to take up the entire
repairs of a building she had rented. 1 was a trifle surprised, for I had no
experience or knowledge of the work of the masons and carpenters and felt
at a loss as to how I should acquit myself of the new task. But personal
capacity or incapacity is no question before the decision of the Mother, and
I bowed to it. With the gang of workmen allotted to me I went to the
house next morning. It was a big, old house, evidently in bad repairs and

wearing a singularly weird and woe-begone look. On all sides there were

heaps of stinking debris and rubbish, which proclaimed that for years no-
I was told that a very old lady who had been
living in a room on the first floor had died a few weeks before. However,
we set about clearing away the debris and drawing up a programme of
work. After an unusually busy day I returned home in the evening, took
my bath and dinner, attended the collective meditation conducted by the
Mother and went o bed as usual at ten. So far as I remember I had =
good, restful sleep, and I woke up, as was my wont in those days, at about
four in the morning. But just as I was going to get up, I felt that the whole
lower part of my body had become benumbed; there was no sensation in
the legs, which had lost all power of locomotion. Simultaneously with
this feeling and perception rushed in suggestions of paralysis trying to

3. “Words of the Mother.”

4. Ibid.
5. “Prayers and Mediiations of the Mother”
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drown my consciousness in their unrelenting surge. But, lo! a strang thing
happened. My body opened of itself, without any intervention of my mind,
to the Mother’s force. I was wide awake and could very well watch my
physical consciousness turning automatically to the Mother and opening
to her power and protection. My mind joined my physical consciousness
and there was consequently a global opening. And then began a short
tussle, the suggestions of paralysis making a desperate bid for acceptance
and my body stubbornly throwing them out. I remember distinctly that
there was no fear in any part of my being and that was why it was so easy
for the body to reject the adverse suggestions. A few minutes’ struggle
between the body and the suggestions was followed by a miraculous inter-
vention of the Mother’s force in response to the call and opening of the
being, especially of the body. The force came and entered into my body
and I could clearly feel it filling my body with a fresh strength and energy.
T felt this action of the force as a continuous pumping up of my body and
I lay quiet and flat on my back to let it continue. This went on for a little
more than half an hour, at the end of which, somewhat reinforced, I tried
to get up again, but felt still weak and giddy and fell back, limp and pant-
ing, on the bed. But the call and the opening did not relax, nor did the
working of the force. After about another half hour I felt thoroughly
rallied and my lower body as strong as ever. I got up, stood firm on my
feet for a moment, made an inner obeisance to the Mother and went about
the day’s work. I was my old self again.

I have stated the bare fact in the most precise way I could and leave
the reader to form his own judgment of it. I may, however, add that I
have been anything but superstitious and credulous in my life, and have

- never known any fear of the spirits since my early youth. It would, there-

Y

fore, be rather rash to father the experience on the sub-conscient. The
whole thing happened when I was wide awake and well able to watch all
its details with as much quiet and detachment as I could command at the
moment. I may also add that one or two more similar experiences have
convinced me—whatever may have been their causes—that (1) the body
has its own individual consciousness and can, if properly developed and
trained, receive the right intuition and take the right initiative in -many
things and that (2) the divine Force is constantly present everywhere, like
the ether, to help and heal us, if we invoke its aid in full faith and confi-
dence. It never fails us.

Speaking of the protection the human body affords against the attack
of the vital beings in a supraphysical world, the Mother says, “The physical
body acts as a protection by its grossness, - by the very thing we charge
against it. It is dull and insensitive, thick, rigid and hard; it is like a fort-
ress with strong dense walls. The vital world is fluidic, there things move-
and mix and interpenetrate freely; it is like the waves of the sea that cease-~
lessly flow into each other and change and mingle, Against this fluidity
of the vital world you are defenceless unless you can oppose to it a very
powerful light and force from inside; otherwise it penetrates you and there
is nothing to hamper its invading influence. But the body intervenes,
cuts you off from the vital world and is a dam against the flood of its
forces.”® Co

“The human being is at home and safe in the material body; the bedy
is his protection. There are some who are full of contempt for their bodies
and think that things will be much better and easier after death without
them. But in fact the body is your fortress and your shelter. Wiile
you are lodged in it the forces of the hostile world find a difficulty in get--
ting any direct hold upon you. What are nightmares? These are your
sorties into the vital world. And what is the first thing you try to do when-
you are in the grip of a nightmare? You rush back into your body and:
shake yourself into your normal physical consciousness. But in the worldl
of the vital forces you are a stranger; it is an uncharted sea in which you
have neither compass nor rudder...... Directly you enter any realm of
this world, its beings gather round you and want to encompass and get out.
of you all you have, to draw what they can and make it a food and a prey.
i you have no strong light and force radiating from within you, you move
there without your body as if you had no coat to protect you against &
chill and bleak atmosphere, no house to shield you, even no skin covering
you, your nerves exposed and bare. There are men who say, ‘How un-
happy I am in this body’, and think of death as an escape! But after
death you have the same vital surroundings and life. The dissolution of
the body forces you out into the open spaces of the vital world. And you

have no longer a defence; there is not the physical body any longer to rush
back info for safety.”” ’

The greatest achievement has to be made here, in this material world,
in this physical body. Is the body dense and inert and reluctant? The
reason is that much of it is yet submerged in the cbscurity of the Sub-
conscient and the Inconscient, and so it is incapable of moving forward as
quickly as the rest of the being. Is it always prene to illness and suffering?
This too is due partly to its roots being in the Sub-conscient and the In-
conscient and partly to the tyranny of the mind and the vital. An illu-
mination and transformation of these nether regions will make the body
not only fully conscious, but impervious to fatigue and illness and suffer-
ing. An immortality of the body too is not a utopian dream, but the in-
evitable culmination of its progressive evolution. “The body must know -
and be convinced that its essence is divine” and that “if no obstacle is put
in the way of the Divine’s working”, it can be converted into its divine

- essence and become a radiant, potent and undecaying instrument of divine

manifestation.

6. “Words of the Mother.”
7. “Words of the Mother.”
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The brutal aggression against the
Republic of Korea which, on June
25, 1950, left the free world shocked
a_nd angered was not a hastily
contrived operation. The size,
equipment, and heavy armor of the
invading forces, the invasion plan
as it unfolded and the battle tactics
of the Communist troops were the
regult of long and calculated prepa-
rations.

What was the nature of these pre-
parations? And why did the
United States take the initiative in
the United Nations action fo meet
this breach of the peace?

The basic facts, in answer to these
sguestions, demand the most pains-
taking and judicious appraisal. For
ai*‘eady, throughout many parts of
the world and among millions of
people, a version of the events in

Korea, before and after the inva-

sion, is being circulated which is
totally at variance with the facts.
A hideous myth is being propagat-
ed in our day, in our very midst,
and only lately was further ex-
pounded by the Soviet representa-
tive in the Security Council.

. The situation in Korea is tragi-
eally of the present, but its roots
are five years old.

The Soviet Union took its first
- step toward the future disposition
of Korea in September 1945 when
the Russian zone commander clamp—
ed down a Far Fastern version of
the Iron Curtain on North Korea.
This impenetrable barrier to free
intercourse between the North and
South was never again lifted. For
it was intended, as in other areas
of Soviet dominance, to mask what
was going on behind a wall of abso-
lute militarism. It was meant,
first, to conceal the emergence of a
Sov1ef:~style totalitarian regime, and,
later, to cover up the stealthy pre-
para’mons by that regime for a law-
less assault upon thé freedom and
independence of a sovereign Re-
publie.

B is necessary these
Boviet mind when
conszdenncf the devious maneuvers
-and o%mmutxons engineered by re-
presentatives of the U.S.S.R., which
began in September 1945 and were
-still conhnumg in the United Na-
‘tions  Security Council under the
‘presidency of Jacob Malik, in
August 1950,

' The Dbackground of the debates
on Korea, which took place during
three sessions of the General As-
sembly, was a matter of public re-
‘cord, despite the persistent attempts
of the Soviet delegation to falsify
that record.

- The freedom and independence of
Korea were pledged by the war
allies in the Cairo Declaration of
Pecember, 1943, and confirmed in
the Potsdam proclamatlon of July,
1945, to which the Soviet Govern-
ment adhered on August 8, the date
when the US.SR. declared war on
Japan.

The United States and the Soviet
Government had never agreed on a
formal division of Korea into occu-
bation zones prior to the offer of
Japanese surrender in August 1945,
After the Japanese offered to sur-
render, the United States Govern-
ment proposed that Soviet troops
accept the surrender of Japanese
‘troops north of the 38th parallel, and

to keep

\»K‘ zelives in

that American forces accept the
surrender of troops south of the
parallel,

This arrangement, offered in good
faith by the Um‘ced States Govern-
‘ment soleiy for the purpose of faci-
litating  the surrender in Korea,

. was agreed to by Genera11551ma

NN

This arlicle,

vice, is extremely valuable fer twe reasoms.
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received from United States Information Ser-

The psychological,

political and mlhtary antecedents of the breach of peace by North
Korea are surveyed in historic detail by a very high authority with
the result that a clear authentic inside-picture emerges of prolonged

Soviet machinations against a democraiic settlement.

This picture

serves as a guide to what we may expect from the Soviet Unicn in

the future and should be an eye-opener to all whe

ugly facts of the werld situation today and who fail fo support the

thorough measures proposed by the U.N. General Assembly to make

aggressive totalifarian tactics impossible in the Korea of tomorrow
and perhaps also in all other danger-spots of the world.

Stalin and was then incorporated in
the first General Order issued by
General Douglas MacArthur as
Supreme Commander for the Allied
Powers, on September 2, 1945,
when Japan formally capitulated.

The United States did not at any
time contemplate a lasting division
of Korea into separate occcupation
zones rigidly delineated by the
parallel. On the -contrary, the
General Order as regards Korea was
considered merely a practical
means of effecting Japanese sur-
render in two contiguous areas
which would be restored at the
earliest opportunity to administrat-
ive and economic unity under the
joint occupancy of the two powers.

It soon became evident, however,
that the Soviet occupation autho-
rities arbifrarily interpreted the
division of Korea as setting up two
permanent military zones, with the
38th parallel as a demarcation line
that could be crossed only by per-
mission of the zone commanders.
Since the efforts of the United
States commander to alter this
situation were entirely unsuccessful,
the issue was transferred to non-
military hands.

Meeting at Moscow in December
1945, the Foreign Ministers of the
United - Kingdom and the Soviet
Union and the U.S. Secretary of
State agreed that a provisional
democratic government should be
established for all Korea. China
later adhered to this agreement.

The Moscow Agreement, like

other agreements among the war
allies, became the basis for ambi-
guous Soviet tactics designed to

nullify its main .purpose. Under
the Agreement, the United States
and Soviet commands in Korea
were to form a Joint Commission.
After consulting “democratic parties
and social organizations” relative
to setting up a provisional demo-
cratic government in Xorea, the
Commission was to report its con-
clusions to the four powers.

The Foreign Ministers at Moscow
were not sure that the Koreans were
fully prepared for self-government.
The present generation had been
brought up under a Japanese dicta-
torship imposed in 1910. The Mos-

.cow Agreement therefore envisaged

a four-power trusteeship of up to

five years, during which the
Koreans would be assisted in their
progressive  development foward

full independence. This trusteeship
plan was not popular with the great
majority of Koreans, who desired
immediate independence. Korean
Communists, however, had been
advised by their Soviet mentors—
for reasons best known to the
Kremlin—to favor trusteeship.

The Joint Commission met at
Seoul on  March 20, 1948, but its
deliberations soon bOO"ged down
over a fundamental issue—the

still blink the %
[4
|
|

meaning of “democratic parties and.

social organizations.” The Soviet
member produced his own defini-
tion; all those who -opposed the Mos-
cow Agreement or belonged to the
so-called “anti-trusteeship commit-
tee” were “undemocratic” and
should be excluded from consult-
ation. This was merely a device for
insuring consultation only with
Communist or pro-Communist
groups throughout Korea

The United States delegation,
adhering to the principle of free-

dom of speech and opinion, was in

favor of consulting all groups and
parties except those which foment-
ed active demonstrations against the
Joint Commission or .one of the
Allied Powers or against the fulfil-
ment of the Moscow Agreement.
Its work Dblocked by the intransi-
gence of the Soviet member, the
Commissicn adjourned sine die on
May 8.

2

F

A year later, in the spring of 1947,
the Kremlin seemed to be in a more
conciliatory  mood and the Joint
Commission was directed by the two
Governments {o reconvene. For a
time it apneared 'rhat the two dele-

on «He pmnmpb that all Korean
grouns and parties signing a state-

ment to uphold the Moscow Agree-

ment, abide by the Commission’s
decisions and cooperate with it,
But in July the Soviet delegation
reverted to its original position and
again insisted on barring all Koreans
who had been against trusteeship.
There was another stumbling
block to agreement. This was the
question of Korean voting procedure
for setting up a provisional govern-
ment. The Soviet plan was for an
“All-Korean People’s Assembly,”
made up of representatives of
“democratic parties and organiza-
tions” with a membership of 10,000
or more, which were also known to
support the Moscow Agreement.
This was a bold bid for an Assembly
that would be overwhelmingly
Communist in complextion. Nerth
Korea is chieflly an
gion, South Korea mainly agricul-
tural. Industrial workers’ unions
were under the effective control of

.their overlords, the Soviet occupy-

ing power, and could be counted on
to supply the mass membership
spacified in the Soviet plan.
Southern agricultural workers were
scarcely organized at all as toc mass
membership; there were innumer-
able small groups and independents
in the South, and the number of
large organizations wholly in favor
of the Moscow Agreement, especial-
ly trusteeship, was nedlldible

But the Kremlin was not satis-
fied with offering this novel scheme.
Its deputy on the Commission in-
sisted that representation in the
“People’s Assembly” between the

- sible thereafter,

industrial re-

North and South beequal. In other
words, the North with one-third of
the total population should have
just as many representatives in the
Assembly as the South, with two-
thirds of the population.

The Joint Commission was still
at odds on every question before it
when Secretary of State George C.
Marshall on  September 17, 1947,
addressed the second session of the
United Nations General Assembly
“We do not wish io have the inabi-
lity of two powers to reach agree-
ment delay any further the urgent
and rightful claims of the Korean
people to independence,” he said.
“...This is a matter which now re-
quires the impartial judgment of
the other members of the United
Nations.” :

The General Assembly on Sep-
tember 23 voted tc place the Korean
question on its agenda in the form
of a resolution which was offered
by the United States representative.
The essence of the United States
proposal was that elections be held
throughout all Korea, not later than
March 31, 1948, for representatives
to a National Korean Assembly.
The voting procedure specified in
the resolution called for the secref
ballot, on the basis of adult sufirage,
and with representation according
to population. The United States
further proposed that the United
Nations establish a Temporary Com.
mission on Korea to observe the
elections, thereby assuring an at-
mosphere free from pressure upon
the voters. The Korean people
were to be free to choose their:
candidates and elect the Govern-
ment of their choice.

The resolution also declared that
upon the formation of a National
Korean Government with jurisdic-
tion over all Korea, it was to assume
governmental functions in both the
North and South in an orderly man.
ner. As soon as possible thereafter,
preferably within ninety days, all

. cceupation forces should be with-

drawn and their withdrawal verified
by the United Nations Cominission.

The resolution also declared that
upon the formation of a National
Korean Government with jurisdic-
tion over all Kores, it was to as-
sume governmental functions in
both the North and South in an
orderly .manner. As soon as pos-
preferably within
ninety days, all occupation forces
should be ‘withdrawn and their
withdrawal verified by the Umted
Nations Commission.

The Kremlin was quick to react
to this proposal. Three days after
the General Assembly agreed to.
consider the question of Korea, the
Soviet member of the Joint Com-
mission in Seou!l proposed that
United States and Soviet troops be
simultanecusly withdrawn from
Korea “in order to afford XKoreans
an opportunity to form a govern-
ment by themselves without the aid
and participation of the Allies.” A
note from Soviet Foreign Minister
Molotov to Secretary Marshall,
dated October 9, repeated this be-
guiling propos ition. This letter
contained one glaring inconsistency.
In one paragraph Mr. Molotov de-
nounced the United States delega-
tion in 'the Joint Commission for
insisting on consultation with “re
actionary groups which, having
signed this agreement, are carrying
on a struggle against the Moscow
Agreement and are continuing to
comprise the so-called ‘anti-trustee-
ship committee’.” In the next para-
graph the Soviet Foreign Minister -
himself offered to drep trusteeship.

Speaking in the First Committee
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of the General Assembly, United
States representative John Foster
Dulles had this to say of the Soviet
tactics:

“It may be significant that only
after Korean independence had
been placed on the agenda of the
General Assembly, did the Soviet
Government propose simultaneous
withdrawal of troops and abandon-
ment of trusteeship. However, the
present Soviet proposal is no ade-
quate solution. ,

“There are at present two diffe-
rent types of government in the
north and in the south,
and the Soviet proposal says
nothing about how these two diffe-
rent types of government are to be
. merged prior to troop withdrawal
or afterward. The United States
Government is anxious to withdraw
from Korea all its occupation forces.
But it believes that such with-
drawal must be accomplished in an
orderly manner after some machi-
nery has been provided which will
make possible the transition from
two widely different types of gov-
ernment fo a single united govern-
ment which will represent the
Korean people. It would be unrealis-
tic to suppose that - without such
machinery, Korea would in fact
become peacefully an independent
and unified nation.” "

3

Why was the Kremlin at this time
so willing to agree to immediate
troop withdrawal and why did its
delegation to the TUnited Nations
continue to harp on this theme
through two sessions of the General
Assembly?

Soviet authorities in 1947 had
been in control of North Korea for
“more than a year. They had not
been idle, according to a statement
of the Netherlands representative
in the General Assembly. Referring
to reports of 150,000 Korean troops
in the northern zone, he said that
the “withdrawal of foreign troops
cannot fail to create a certain temp-
tation for the military organization
in Northern Korea to exert pres-
sure on the Southern part which is
not organized in the same way from
a military point of view.”

It appears probable that from the
fall of 1947, the Kremlin believed
that the Northern Korean forces
which, as we are now aware, were
being trained and equipped for
aggression, were sufficiently strong
to overrun South Korea, once the

United States troops were with--

drawn. Above all, the repeated
offer of withdrawal of occupation
troops made a plausible argument
for non-interference in the affairs
of the Korean people, which was
bound to have propaganda value
among other Far Eastern peoples.

The Soviet delegation at this
session. of the General Assembly
did not seriously oppose placing the
Korean question on the agenda, for
it had two resolutions of its own.
One repeated the proposal for im-
mediate simultaneous withdrawal
of all occupation troops. The other
‘resolution submitted that “elected
representative” of the Korean peo-
ple should be allowed to appear
before the General Assembly while
the matter of Korea was being dis-
cussed. This sounded reasonable
enough and seemed to have prece-
dents in other issues before the As-
sembly. But there was a catch in
the proposal. Who would be the
“elected representatives”?

It now appeared, from a statement
of Soviet delegate Andrei Gromyko,
that elected representatives were
available from Korea—that is, from
North Korea. General elections,
he claimed, had been held in North
Korea as early as February 1947,
which resulted in the “appointment”

of people’s commitiees, and at a
“rally of people’s committees of
northern Korea, a National As-
sembly was elected. Its member-
ship’ was 207. They are now the
highest governmental people of
northern Korea, pending the esta-
blishment of a democratic govern-
ment for all of Korea.”

Having pulled this rabbit from his

“hat, Mr. Gromyko went on to say

that it was unfortunate if no “elect-
ed representatives” were to be
found in South Korea: the: simplest
solution was to have all the occu-
pation troops withdrawn and then,
after elections were held, free from
military domination, representatives
could be sent to attend the delibera-
tions of the General Assembly on
the Korean question.

Following Mr. Gromyko’s line of
reasoning, it would seem that the
presence of Soviet occupation troops
was no hindrance to “free” elections,
but that the reverse was true of
American troops. It was also plain
that the Soviet delegation was de-
sirous of postponing debate and
action on this subject to the next
session of the General Assembly, a
year later.

The United States resolution to
set up a United Nations Temporary
Commission on Korea was savagely
attacked by members of the Slav
delegations, led by Mr. Gromyko.
All the time-worn charges of Ame-
rican “imperialism” and aggressive
intentions were dragged from the
repertoire of Communist invective,

In explaining the Commission’s
functions the U.S. representative
said: -

“It is our purpose that this Com-
mission be available to any of the
parties concerned, the occupying
powers or the Korean people, for
consultation and advice on any of
the steps connected with the esta-
blishment of an independent Korean
government and the withdrawal of
troops. .. We believe that the mere
presence in Korea of a United Na-
tions Commission will have a salu-
tary effect and tend to promote res-
ponsible behavior.”

At the plenary meeting on
November 13 Mr, Dulles replied to
the arguments of the minority dele-
gates:

“In the course of the committee
debate, the Slav delegations drew a
word picture of ideal conditions
under Soviet occupation in North
Korea and they made very violent
charges against the United States
Military Occupation in South Korea.
If only a fraction of what the Soviet
delegation  charges were true, it
only made it more than ever im-
perative that a United Nations Mis-
sion go to Korea.

“Also it was noted that if the
Soviet delegation had had real con-
fidence in its picture of WNorth
Korea, it would welcome and

not reject the sending of a United

Nations Mission to that paradise.
And if conditions in South Korea
had been as portrayed, the United
States would not have sought the
sending of a United Nations Mission
to that area.”

On the following day the General

Assembly rejected the Soviet pro-
posals and adopted the United
States resolution by a vote of 43 to
zero, with 6 abstentions. 'The
United Nations Temporary Com-~
mission on Korea was to consist of
representatives of Ausiralia,
Canada, China, El Salvador, France,
India, the Philippine Republic,
Syria, and the Ukrainian S.S.R.
The Ukrainian ' S.S.R. announced
that it would not join the Commis-
sion and the U.S.S.R. made plain its
hostility to that arm of the United
Nations.

In the most positive language the
General Assembly called upon the

member States concerned to give
every assistance and facility to the-
Commission. It called upon all
members of the United Nations to
refrain from interfering in the

affairs of the Korean people during .

the interim period preparatory to
the establishment of Korean in-

"dependence, and thereafter “to re-

frain completely from any and all
acts derogatory to the independence
and sovereignty of Korea.”

4

The United Nations Temporary
Commission met in Seoul on Janu-
ary 12, 1948.. Two days later, the
Commission decided that its chair-
man should pay courtesy calls on
the commanders of North and South
Korea. U.S. Commander Li. Gen.
Hodge received the chairman in
January but the Commission’s mes-
sage to. the Soviet Commander,
General Korotkov, was not accept-
ed. The Commission then eabled
Secretary-General Trygve Lie at
Lake Success, asking him to route
the communication to Moscow
through the permanent Soviet re-
presentative at the United Nations.
On January 22 Mr. Gromyko replied
to the Secretary-General by merely
referring to the “negative attitude”
taken by the Soviet Government to.
ward the establishment of the
Korean Commission. :

The Commission was balked in
all its efforts to penetrate the
Korean Iron Curtain. Since it had
‘been instructed by the General
Assembly to consult the Interim
Committee, or “Little Assembly,”

- established to carry on the work of

the main body, the Commission de-
cided to submit to that Committee
the problem whether it should
carry out its mandate in the south-
ern part of Korea alone, now that
it could clearly not enter the north-

ern part.
The Commission’s  chairman,
Ambassador Menon of India, and

Assistant Secretary-General Victor
Hoo (the personal representative of
Secretary-General Lie), flew from
Seoul to Lake Success with three
questions for the Interim Commit-
tee: (1) Was it incumbent upon the
Commission to carry out the Gene-
ral Assembly’s program in-South
Korea only? (2) If not, should
elections be held in South Korea
for consultative purposes only and
(3) Should the Commission consi-
der other possible or advisable mea-
sures?

After several days of earnest de-
bate, the Interim Committee on
February 26 declared that it was, in
the Committee’s view, incumbent
upon the Korean Commission to
carry out the program of the Gene-
ral Assembly “and as a necessary
step therein that the United Nations
Temporary Commission on Korea
proceed with the observance of
elections in all Korea, and if that is
impossible, in as much of Korea as
is accessible to it.” In an accom-
panying explanation of its resolution
the Committee insisted that the
elections should be held in a free
atmosphere that would assure
democratic freedom of speech, press,
and assembly.

On March 1 General Hodge an-
nounced that elections would be
held under the observance of the
Korean Commission for represent-
atives of the Korean people; shortly
thereafter, he released a statement
specifying the legal basis of the
elections and the conditions under
which they would take place.

- Stressing the democratic character

of the voting, the Commander urged
all Koreans to support the elections
in a manner that would be “credit-
able to their nation.” ' The date for
the elections was set for May 10.
Meanwhile, the South Korean
Communists under orders from the

Nine

North began a campaign of terror-
ism to obstruct the forthcoming
elections and to force the United
Nations Commission to leave Korea.
This was supplemented by violent
denunciations of the United Na-
tions and its Commission and loud
threats of direct action, ‘broadcast
by the Pyongyang radio station.
However, the furore gradually sub-
sided as election day approached.

While the United States Military
Government undertook the difficult
job of preparing the Korean people
for a free election—with which they
had no previous experience—the
Korean Commission was busy with
extensive field observations. On the
basis of these it stated, at the end
of April, that in the areas where
elections were to be held there
existed “in a reasonable degree a
free atmosphere wherein the demo~
cratic rights of freedom of speech,
press and assembly are recognized
and respected.”

The United Nations Commission
in its report to the General Assem-
bly on the elections found that 79.7
per cent of the tctal eligible voters
in South Korea had registered and
95.2 per cent of these had voted. It
was thus estimated that 75 per cent
of the potential electorate had
voted. The Commission thersfore
concluded that the results of the
May 10 elections were “a valid ex~

pression of the free will of the elec-

torate in those parts of Korea which
were accessible to the Commission
and in which the inhabitants con-
stitute approximately two-thirds .of
the people of all Korea.”

. The energetic response of the
electorate and the peaceful outcome
of the voting roused the North
Korean suthorities to fury. Three
days after the elections they sever-
ed the electric power lines from
the North twhich supplied 80 per
cent of South Korea’s power, caus-
ing hardships and considerable eco-
nomic loss in that area.

When the Republic of Korea was
formally inaugurated on August 15,
"General Hodge announced that the
U.S. Army Military Government in
Korea would terminate at midnight
on that date. The transfer of autho-
rity to the new government was.
finally .completed on September 11.

During the third session of the
General Assembly, convened at the
Palais de Chaillot, Paris, in Septem-
ber 1948, the report of the United'
Nations Commission was consider--
ed. The tactics of the Soviet and
the other Slav delegations were: to
attack the legality of the Interim
Committee’s decision on Korea; to
discredit the work of the Commis-~
sion; and to deny the validity of the
election results. Above all, the
Soviet delegation sought to prevent
a continuation of the United Na-
tions Commission.

The Soviet delegation at this
session outdid itself in obstructive
maneuvers and unbridled vitu-
peration. Neither were the most
extravagant statements ruled out.
At cne point the Soviet representa-
tive declared that “fifty-six Rightist,
Center, Moderate and Leftist parties
and organizations of scuthern and
northern Korea, comprising more
than ten million members, called an
All-Korean Conference (in North
Korea) in April of this year. At
that Conference a unanimous deci-
sion was taken to boycott the sepa-
rate ~ elections in southern Korea
and to demand the immediste with-
drawal of all foreign trocps from
the country.” How it came about

that  Rightists, - Centrists, and
Moderates were on such friendly
terms with the Communists in &

“Communist-controlied region, where

all other parties were cutlawed,

was left open to conjecture.
Toward the end of the session, in

December, the Soviet delegation
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was able to announce  virtuously
that the Soviet occupation {roops
were being withdrawn and to de-
mand the immediate withdrawal of
United States troops. This move
did not, however, deceive the Gene-
ral Assembly. As the last act of its
third session it decisively rejected
the Soviet proposal to abolish the
United Nations Temporary Commis-
sion on Korea and, instead, in effect
continued the life of that body as
the “United Nations Commission on
Korea.” . ,

The Assembly then declared “that
there has been established a lawful
government (the Government of
the Republic of Korea) having
effective control and jurisdiction
over that part of Korea where the
Temporary Commission was able to
observe and consult and in which
the great majority of the people of
all Korea reside; that this Govern-
ment is based on elections which
were a valid expression of the free
will of the electorate of that part of
Korea and which were observed by
the Temporary Commission; and
that this is the only such Govern-
ment in Korea.”

The Assembly also urged the
occupying powers to withdraw their
forces “as early as practicable” and
instructed the Korean Commission
to “observe the actual withdrawal
of the occupying forces and verify
the fact of withdrawal.” This the
Commission was able fo do in the
case of United States troops, which
were withdrawn by June 29, 1949,
leaving only ‘an American Military
Advisory Group of 500 men. The
Cormmission, however, was unable
t0 verify the withdrawal of Soviet

forces since it was barred from
North Korea.
5
At the time when the KXorean

question first came before the
United Nations the U.S. delegation
declared that any Korean govern-
ment established should have com-
plete control over any
Korean bodies which might then
exist or be brought into being. The
delegation proposed further that
when the Soviet and United Nations
forces were withdrawn no military
equipment of any kind should be
left behind which was not under the
effective control of the Korean
national government.

. _This policy was adopted by the
United Nations and was followed
by the United States military com-
mand in Korea at the time of with-
drawal. The material left to the
Korean security forces was not de-
signed for a campaign of aggression
and therefore could not effectively
withstand the blows of an army ex-
pressly irained and equipped for
aggressive warfare,

The report of the United Nations
Commission to the General Assem-
bly in the fall of 1949 was far from
optimistic as regards the problem
of a reunited Korea. The Commis-
sion under the Assembly’s directives
had made fruitless efforts to esta-
blish- contacts with the Korean
regime, by mail,
radio broadcasts. The Soviet Union,
requested by Secretary-General
Trygve Lie to lend its good offices
for this purposes, ignored his com-
munication. On the other hand,

during the whole of its stay in-

Kores, the United Nations Commis-
sion was the target of inflammatory
attacks by the Pyongyang radio.
Personal threats were received by
members of the Commission,

Border raids from the North were
frequently reported and were said
to be incressing in intensity, ac-
cording to the Commission’s report.
Infiltrating bands from the North
had peneirated deep into South
Korea. The Communist Army
made a test invasion of the Ongjin
Peninsula, which projects south-

armed

messenger, and .

ward from the 38th parallel on the
western  coast of Korea. North
Korean propaganda efforts to foment
dissension and subversion in the
Republic had been stepped up and
the Republican security forces were
kept busy parrying the periodic
thrusts of their Northern opponents.

Despite these disturbances and
the total lack of normal econcmic
interchange Thetween the two sec-
tions of the divided country, the
Commission noted a marked ad-
vance in the South’s economic re-
covery. This healthy tendency was
accelerated during the period fol-
lowing, up to the time of invasion.

By the spring of 1950, 100,000 tons
earmarked for .

of rice had been
export to Japan. Public health
services in the Republic had made
remarkable strides since the libera-
tion. The Government had [also
instituted extensive land reforms.
Whereas 70 per cent of the farm
families were tenants and only 30
per cent owners at the time of
liberation, by 1950 the percentage
of owners had increased to 55 per
cent and plans were under way to
raise ownership to 90 per cent dur-
ingl the current year. The Hisas-
trous loss of eleciric power from
Northern sources had in good part

been compensated by various ex-
pedients.

There seems to be little doubt
that the surprising economic re-

covery of the Southern region was
an impertant factor in the Northern
conspiracy. The Communist autho-
rities had tried every insidious and
overt method of undermining the
Republic, but it stil] stood firm and

promised to grow stronger, eco-
nomically and politically. The
- Communists held in reserve the

weapon of armed force.
When the Korean situation was

again debated in the General As-

sembly’s 1949 session, the Soviet
delegation and its adherents once
more attempted to thwart the
United Nation’s efforts to bring
peace to troubled Kores,

A torrent of abuse was directed
against United States policy in
Korea, against the Government of
Republic, and as always against the
United Nations Commission on
Korea, -

Despite minority fulminations, the
General Assembly by a vote of 48
to 6, with 3 abstentions, on Octo-
ber 21, 1949, adopted a joint reso-
lution of Australia, China, the
Philippines, and the United States,
which ~ approved the report of the
Commission and called its con-
tinuance. The U.S.8R. resolution
to terminate the Commission was
rejected by 42 votes to 6, with 5

. abstentions.

Under the Assembly’s resolution,
the U.N. Commission was to “seek
to facilitate the removal of barriers
to economic, social and other
friendly intercourse,” to verify the
withdrawal of Soviet occupation
forces “insofar as it is in a position
to do’so,” and, perhaps most urgent
of all, to “observe and report any
developments which might lead to
or otherwise involve military con-
flict in Korea.”

The last of these United Nations
directives dramatically was fulfilled
by the Commission in 1950. That
was when it cabled Secretary-
General Trygve Lie the historic and
tragic message beginning: “Govern-
ment of Republic of Korea states
that about 04:00 hrs. 25 June attacks
were launched in strength by North

Korean forces all along the 38th
parallel....”
Hastily convened by the Secre-

tary-General, the Security Council
took the most drastic action in its
troubled history: by a vote of 9 to
zero, with one abstention {Yugo-
slavia) and one absence (USSR,
it declared that the armed attack
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upon the Republic of Korea consti-
tuted a breach of the peace. The
Council called, first, for immediate
cessation of hostilities and, second-
ly, for the withdrawal of North
Korean forces to the 38th parallel.

The Security Council also called
upon “all Members (of the United
Nations) to render every assistance
to the United Nations in the exe-
cution of this resolution and to re-
frain from giving assistance to the
North KXorean authorities.” Fur-
ther, the Commission on Korea was
directed to observe the withdrawal
of the invaders and to keep the
Council informed on all matters per-
taining to its resoclution.

On the following = day, President
Truman stated that, in accordance
with the resolution of the Security
Council, the United States would
“vigorously support the efforts of
the Council to terminate this seri-
ous breach of the peace.” At noon
of that day the President announced
that he had ordered “United States
air and sea forces to give the
Korean Government tiroops cover
‘and  support” in accordance with
the Council’s resolution.

On the afterncon of June 27 the
Security Council met again, to con-
sider the “dangerous situation with
possibilities of rapid deterioration,”
which the United Nations Commis-
sion on Korea reported from Seoul.
The message was accompanied by
a detailed summary of events pre-
ceding the outbreak of hostilities.

The Commission noted that “for
the past two years the North Korean
regime has by viclently abusive
propaganda, by threatening gestures
along the 38th parallel and by en-
couraging and supporting subver-
sive activities in the territory of the
Republic of Korea pursued tactics
designed to weaken and destroy the
Government of the Republic of

Korea established under the aus-
pices of the....Commission and
recognized by the Ceniral As-
gembly.”

For almost two months prior to
the invasion, the Commission said,
the North Korean authorities had

conducted an intensive “peace”
campaign chiefly through radio
Pycengyang. “In' the light of the

evidently increasing strength” (eco-
nomic and political) “of the Re-
pubiic of Korea in recent months
and the utterly unexpected invasion
of June 25, the radio propaganda

offensive. . ..seems to have been in-
tended solely for its screening
effects.”

Just 48 hours before the invasion
began, the Commission’s military
observers completed a tour of ins-
pection along the 38th parallel. The
observers said that increased mili-
tary activity had been noted at one

point four kilometers north of the

parallel; salients along the line had
recently been occupied by North
Koreans, who had not yet been
ejected by Republican troops, and
civilians had recently been removed
from areas adjoining the parallel to
the north of it for a distance of four
to eight kilometers. The observers
also reported that guerilla bands in-
filtrating into the mountainous sec-
tors were found in possession of de-
molition equipment and “were more
heavily armed than on previous oc-
casions.” ‘

In refutation of the fantastic
charge that the North Koreans were
merely defending themselves against
aggression from the south, the
United Nations military observers,
on the basis of their on-the-gpot
inspection, reported that the South
Korean  Army was “organized
entirely for defence” and that there
‘was “no concentration of troops and
no massing for attack visible at any
voint.” :

The parallel itself was guarded on
the southern side only “by small
bodies of troops located in scattered
outposts  together with roving
patrol.” In fact, the observers added,
“in the absence of armour, air sup-
port, and heavy artillery, any action
with the object of invasion would,
by any military standards, be im-
possible.”

In the light of the incontrovertible
evidence supplied by the U. N. Com-
mission’s review of the situation, the
Security Council on June 27 recom-
mended that the “members of the.
United Nations furnish such assist-
ance to the Republic of Korea as
may be necessary to repel the armed
attack and to restore international
peace and security in the area.”

The response to the Council’s re-
solution was overwhelming. Fifty-
three of the 59 member nations and
several non-member countries pro-
mised either moral or material sup-~
port. Some provided fighting men,
ships, or planes. Others offered mili-
tary equipment, food, medical sup-
plies, and raw materials. Only the
Soviet Union and its satellites re-
fused to co-operate.

Or July 7, the Council requested
all member nations providing mili-
tary forces and other assistance to
make their contributions available to
a unified command under the United
States. The Council also authorized
the unified command “at its discre-
tion to use the United Nations flag in
the course of operations against
North Korean forces concurrently
with the flags of the various nations
participating.”

“In accordance with the Council’s
decision, President Truman on July
8 named General MacArthur com-
manding general of the U, N. forces
operating in Korea and directed him
to use the United Nations flag.

On August 1 the Security Council
began its meetings for the month
under the presidency of Jacob Malik,
the Soviet representative, who, with
other delegations following the
U.S.SR. lead, had long boycotted
all meetings of the world organiza-
tion. The history of this month of
Soviet obstruction and aitacks on
the United Nations actions in Korea
is a matter of record. Finding that
their absence had not blocked U, IN.
action, they sought to block it by
their presence.

But the Soviet delegation failed.
For, despite its obstructionist tactics,
which made a mockery of democra-
tic procedures, it could not undo
what had already been accomplished
—the banding together of the great
majority of the members of the
United Nations to halt aggression
and restore peace and security in
Korea. By its quick and decisive
actions in support of the Republis
of Korea the United Nations has de-
monstrated clearly that it can be an
effective force—the most effective
force we have—for dealing with an
unproveked attack by one natio
against its neighbour. ‘

NEW TRENDS IN WESTERN THOUGHT

Continued from opposite page

glory has come  to the
great mystics of all the
Faiths in every age and of every

race. In the fine words of Dr. Inge
these great Masters are those who by
many and diverse paths have climb-
ed the Hill of God and in faltering
accents—for human language was
not made for what they have to tell
—testify of what they have seen

from the top. Let the angels in
heaven rejoice their witness agrees
together.

Mankind is on the march. Evolu-
tion, silent ag the springtime, is at
work. Christian theology cannot
escape the process, though we may
hold the faith that the Spirit of the
Sermon on the Mount will, world
without end, remain supreme.
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NEW TRENDS IN WESTERN THOUGHT

'RELIGION AND A PHILOSOPHY OF SYNTHESIS

BY SIR JOHN STEWART-WALLACE
The Hibbert Journal . '

Synthesis, a unity emerging from
the clash of opposites, is of the very
stuff of reality. Long overlooked in
Western philosophy Goethe, with his
deep sense of unity in the eternal
order of things, became its great pro-
tagonist in Europe. Hegel brought
it into current discussion by his in~-
sistence on the sequence of thesis,
antithesis and  synthesis.
twenty-five years ago the then Gene-
ral Smuts found in it a fundamental
of the universe and the fundamental
of cosmic evolution. On it he based
his philosophy of “Holism,” his term
for that overmastering tendency to
synthesis making for the origin and
development of wholes in the uni-
verse. The term is suggestive. From
Holos whole, "the Latin solus, its
essential meaning is something
single, complete, perfect, finished,
ultimate. It gives deep meaning to
Holy, Holy, Holy as an aitribute of

the Deity with whose glory the:

whole earth is full.

In this view evclution is nothing
but the gradual development of a
progressive series of wholes begin-
ning in inorganic matter and reach-

. ing to the highest levels of spiritual

creation. If in evolution we accept
the origin of life from the inorganie,
then matter holds the potency of life,
and life the promise of mind. The
promise and the potency are fulfilled
when the synthesis is complete;
when the whole is formed. Nine-
teenth century science with its fixed
dogma of therée being no more in the
effect than there was in the cause,
that the whole could only be the
sum of the parts, had its eyes shut to
the creativeness and progress to-
wards new wholes ever present in
the universe. Nothing was allowed
for the “fields” of influence subtly
invading the fields of other influ-
ences—the very ground where true
synthesis begins,

Properly understood synthesis is
as it were a great bias in the wuni-
verse leading gradually, inevitably,
imperceptibly, through conflict, often

. hitter, deep and centuries long, to a

C

consummation in a higher unity. It
is Goethe’s Gestaltung (a forming)
and Metamorphose (a transforming)
in a Bergsonian universe of flux and
becoming. It is a process of change,
a capacity for selection; the using of
the selected for new, more perfect,
hitherto unknown characteristics,
purposes and wholes. It is the prin-
ciple of integration; a creative meta-
bolism ever at work in the cosmos
similar to the familiar metabolism in
the human body, whereby the cells
select from the blood stream those
elements required for the special
and wholly other purposes of human
fife. The process is much more than
a mere re-grouping of the old mate-
rial into new mechanical combina-
fions. In the inter-permeation of
the old and the new, it creates new
material, new structures, and, in the
realm of thought, new concepts. It
can be a wholly transforming power,
Because of it, space is no longer seen
as entirely other than time. In the
synthesis of the space-time con-
tinuum a new picture of reality has
come to birth, Neither space nor
time is any longer regarded as “real”.
They have come to be recognised as
mental figments used in the past to
enable phenomena imperfectly ob-
served to be explained and under-
stood. Events, things which happen
and which must have a where and a
when in inseparable commingling to
happen at all, are held to be the
more ultimate reality. They become
as it were the units of which reality
is built. In a rotating universe,
moreover, the where and the when is
a whirling curve in which parallel
lines converge, clocks cease in any

Some -

absolute sense to measure time or
foot rules space. In the whirl they
themselves vary in mass with their
speed and in a whirl there can be
nothing of what John Morley used to
call “fixity of topographical centre.”
In a sense not intended by the pro-
phet, a thousand years can be as a
day and a thousand miles as an inch.

This synthesis in time and space
is not yet at an end. It is just com-
ing into thought that time and eter-
nity are not separate orders but
different facets of a higher unity, in
which man can have eternal life
while on earth and in time. Eternal
life begins to be seen as a quality of
life rather than as a mere everlast-
ingness in a future state in another
place. In Aldous Huxley’s phrase
we can experience here and now
“the timeless eternity of the Inner
Light.” :

The realisation of this bias in the
universe towards an ultimate unity
has heen enormously hastened by
the breskdown in the Newtonian
conception of matter as something
inert, barren, dead with no field of
infiluence beyond its mass; some-
thing presenting a barrier to the
kingdoms of life and mind. The new
prhysics has bridged the gulf. Matter
is not there in the old sense at all.
It is but the manifestation to our
senses of an “energy” of unimagin-
able cosmic power, which if released
from the containing atoms, could
shatter our little earth into the sur-
rounding void with as little cosmic
consequence, so far as we can see, as
to us the dissolution of a meteor in
the sky. In the new teaching maiter
is not a kingdom of its own differing
from life as deadness from action
and activity. Both are seething, pal-
pitating expressions of an energy, a
higher unity, in which they become
one. For what is energy? Is it much
more than a conventional term, like
the symbol X in mathematics, for a
something unknown, invisible and
unexplained that lives, moves and
has its being, and that can cause
other things to live, move and have
being too? Is it the very breath
which in the poetry of Genesis God
breathed into his creation?

And just as matter and life are
now seen o be inextricably com-
mingled in the higher synthesis of
energy, so matter and mind have
ceased to be regarded as wholly
other. In sexual selection, mind
comes into the picture. The life-
force blindly groping through aeons
of time in trial and error, has pressed
towards and finally achieved a power
of choice. When achieved, that
power has produced in. the com-
mingling of matter, life and mind the
higher synthesis of human conscicus-
ness and personality. Nor is human
personality static. It also evolves
and in its evolution has brought the
ideas of soul, of supra-sensory
values, and a spiritual world in
which man can live, move and have
a higher being independent alike
of matter, physical life and mind,

though using all three as vehicles for.

the higher experiences to which he is
urged by something beyond them all.
By intuition, as we call that curious,

mystic insight or outsight in man, he

transcends the confines of mind. He
becomes aware of a supra-mental
something within him inspiring him
to the spiritual ecreations of music,
art, poetry, and religion.

Just as the capacity for music
brings to him a demand for an ever
more perfect concord of sweet

- sounds, so the religious sense brings

a hunger for communion with a
Power beyond and above himself. As
though through a glass darkly, irres-
pective of his colour or the continent
of his habitation, he becomes aware

of the Divine and, in humility and
selflessness, in the East as in the
West, he seeks after it as the Holy,
Holy, the Everlasting, the Ultimate,
the Great I AM, the Eternal ONE—
the end to which his vision tells him
the unimaginable wonder of the ever
evolving cosmic process finally leads.
In anthropomorphic inability to
grasp the Infinite, he personifies the
Great I AM as Allah, Jehovah,
Ormusd, Brahma, the Father Ever-
lasting-—the names are legion; the
named is ONE. To help him in his
search, great geniuses of the Spirit
have throughout the ages come:
Moses, the Vedic prophets, Buddha,
Zoroaster, Muhammad, Jesus—their
names are also legion and all surely
in some sense the Word made flesh.
The greatest of the Masters have
proclaimed that the hunger for the
Divine is but a mode of Self-revela-
tion by God himself to the human
soul. We begin to perceive the great
synthesis when we realise with awe
that the Infinite Self of the Hindu
Upanishads, of which our finite self’
is but a part, the Great I AM of
Moses, who breathed into his crea-
tion the breath of life, and the Holy
Spirit of which St. Paul tells us our

- bodies are the temaple, are but differ-

ent expressions of the saving truth
that all men, irrespective of colour,
class, or century are the children of
God-—and that in a far more pro-
found sense than we commonly rea-
lise. Is it not a blasphemy to seek
to limit this revelation 1o any one
World Faith or to any one historical
manifestation 6f the Everlasting
Father, who has not left himself
without witness in any nation or
tongue? It is a world tragedy that
the Christian Churches equate reli-
gion with orthodox Christianity and
are so blind to the spiritual inspira-
tion of the other great Faiths con-
taining, as they have through the
centuries, vast multitudes of holy
saints and seers who have turned
from materialism in a search for God
so intense, that they have sought to
control the very beating of their
hearts.

But let the churches be as blind
as they may to the universality of
the Divine revelation and to the
growing awareness of the modern
mind to the fact, the world is being
driven to a synthesis in religion by
the cther great synthesis going on in
every sphere of human activity. In
the physical sphere a synthesis is
progressing before our eyes not in
decades but almost in months. In
the political sphere great States, the
U.S.A. and the British Empire, are
forming themselves into Atlantic
Pacts; the Western European nations
into a United Europe. Behind the
iron curtain we dread the carrying
forward of the same great process.

U.N.O. is a step towards the higher

unity of world sovereignty. In the
intellectual sphere such minds as
Sri Aurcbindo, Berdyaev, Martin
Buber, Reinhold Niebuhr have led
the way t6 a new synthesis of
thought. T. S. Eliot, Maritain, Mar-
cel, Lord Samuel, Radhakrishnan
join them. The Universities are
following suit: witness recent writ-
ings of leaders like Sir Walter
Moberley and Sir Richard Living-

stone. Egually in its highest and -

most profound manifestations the
world is pressing towards a spiritual
synthesis. More and more it is being
recognised that religion is something

-deeper than outward observance or

the intellectual acceptance of the
dogmas of any particular Faith,
More and more in Western, as long
in Rastern thought, intellect is seen
as at best but a guide, and contral to
the revelations of intuition regarding
a spiritual Reality, beyond, outside

9 CO B_o

and above the limited scope of dis-
cursive reason. More and more reli-
gion is felt to be a way of life, a
matter of experience, “the desire of
the soul turned to God.” Intuiiion,
vision is seen as the highest mode of
knowing. More and more religious
souls throughout the world are
growing conscious of a great synthe-
sis in the Spirit above and heyond
race, colour, class, ereed or naiional
Faith. Here it may be asked: if in
the universe there is this deep pro-
cess of synthesis ever at work snd if
it is manifested in every sphere of
human activity, how comes it that
any suggestion of synthesis in reli-
gion is anathema to the orthodox?
Why is the very suggestion expos-
ed to the polite sneer, violent repu-
diation, deep misunderstanding?
The explanation may be found in
that the great integrating process,
going on irrespective of all human
desire or co-operation, is not taken
into account at all. Gradual, imper-
ceptible, largely subconscious it is
overlooked in the heat of those very
controversies out of which, in bitter
thesis and antithesis, the integrating
syunthesis grows. The great cosmic
process is confused with an attempt
to make some superficial, eclectic
religion, like the synthetic products
of wartime, planned at some politi-
cally-inspired, hierarchical confer-
ence, where a formula of com-
promise is sought, as though the' -
Things of the Spirit could be bandi-
ed about as the politicians bandy
the slogans of their politics. It is as
if it were propesed to snatch away
the ark of the Covenant, or alter the
most holy symbol of the Faith, with
all its beauty, sacredness and ins-
piring fire and put nothing of com-
fort, light, life and love in its place.
Nothing could be further from
what is meant by synthesis in reli-’
gion. It is altogether different from
a synthesis of religions in the plural.
The one is a cosmic process. The
other would be a man-made sacri-
lege. The very suggestion comes as
a shock to the religious soul. It
would violate the simple faith of the
millions of trusting souls tc whom
their particular faith and its symbols
are the most precious possession in
their lives. Of such a synthesis there
is no suggestion. What is meani is
that beyond all the symbols, forms,
creeds and theclogies a great umity
in deepest essence exists. It is to be
persuaded that all non-essentials
shrink into nothingness when im
highest faith, hope and charity our
eves are cpened to the fundamental
unity of all true spiritual experience
-—the depths where all- theclogies
cease. It is to hold that salvation,
enlightenment, illumination, cormmu-
nion with the ONE, beyond all.
anthropomorphic conception or defi-
nition, has been and will be vouch-
safed toc every seeking scul who by
the dedicated life of prayer, humility
and dying to self has fitited himself to
receive it—and that irrespective of
the particular creed in which for him
is hidden the Universal to which the
particular is but a path. Behind and
ahove all the World Faiths there is
today, here and now, a transcendent
oneness, a Fellowship of the Spirit,
of which the world, breaking from
the swaddling clothes of the institu-
tional theologies, is becoming con-

‘scious. That is the mighty synthesis

to which in unutterable fravail of
thesis and antithesis, the world, after
centuries of war waged in the name
of religion itself is pressing. At the
heart of that synthesis lies the ever-
living spring of all religion—the
blinding flash of inspiratien, the
mystic vision, that mighiy vision
which in all its transcendent
Continued:. on opposite page
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~ BOOKS IN THE BALANCE

The Pageant of Man’s Social History

OUR GROWING HUMAN FAMILY
BY MINOO MASANI

(Geo¥fr§y Cumberlege, Oxford University Press, Rs. 5)

Mr., Masani is endowed with the
gift of a lucid and fluent pen and,
what is more, he knows how to

the‘wind to the shorn lamb.
His earlier book Our India dealt
with the economic and social prob-
lems facing the mpotherland. Who
does not know how repellent these
subjects are to young minds whose
interest is entirely focussed on im-
mediate and purely personal prob-
lems? Yet the book proved very
useful as a’text-book in the Punjab
schools and I know from personal
experience that-the students read
it with attentive interest. :

The new book which has grown
out of talks broadcast by the author
at the invitation of the All India
Radio presents the pageant of the
social history of Man with captivat-
ing simplicity and bears the stamp
of Mr. Masani’s style, which is
everywhere  limpid, economical
and free of pedantry. The thought
is not only unencumbered by super-
fluous ornamentation but pared
down to the bone thus making the
narrative most readable for children.
Anyone who studies, Our India and
Our Growing Human Family cannot
fail to mark one characteristic of the
author, and that is balance. In Our
India he tried and, not without suc-
cess, to accommodate and fuse into
a unified picture, views
oftheswise . worlds away and thus in-
culcated in its young readers
that truly liberal culture which soars
above all bigotry and cramping fana-
ticism and which is also the true aim
and real purpose of education.

The present book is meant for
children between fourteen and
fifteen and therefore we cannot ex-
Ppect any sounding of the deeper
meaning of man’s social evolution.
'I‘ndee&, as Sri Aurobindo points out,
“nothing is more obscure to
lzumanity or less seized by its un-
-derstanding, whether in the power
#hat moves it or the sense of the
aim towards which it moves, than
its own communal life”, and Mr.
Masani is to be congratulated for
having steered clear of regions of
‘half-lights and false glimmers where
intellectual titans like Karl Marx
and Oswald Spengler have been be-
mused. Karl Marx surveys the
‘whole human history and finds ecoz
nomic causes at the back of the
world-historic movements; Oswald
Spengler goes a step further and
discovers a cyclic movement in his-
tory and, therefore, scouts all opti-
mism . and  high idealism as
cowardice. “Man is a beast of prey,”

he says with pride and gusto be- -

cause carnivorous animals represent
for him the highest form of mobile
life. In Spengler, for the first time,
is the apotheosis of the jungle law
of fang and claw. Thanks to Mr.
Masani our children can learn that
even brute Nature is not “red in
tooth and claw” and there is nothing
to be ashamed of in our arboreal
heritage. He has been able to cite
moving instances from animal life
of sympathy, fellow-feeling and
mutval love and help. He writes,
“Feeding crippled creatures or the
‘infants of other kinds of animals is
-an admirable quality many animals

that are

show.” He traces the evolution of
human society from tribe to family
and then to nation with many inter-
mediary links. Due importance has
been given to the great changes
brought about in human society by
such discoveries of the means of
livelihood as Agriculture and by the
Industrial Revolution. The future
of mankind lies in a broader spirit
which is above the narrow domestic
walls created by Man and there are
unmistakable signs of a irend to-
wards World-Federation. ‘

His views about the past human
race evince his characteristic bal-
ance. Though not enamoured of the
Golden Age when man lived in a
stage of Nature, still he does not
speak derisively of its glories and
high lights and shows warm under-
standing in treating it. He writes,
for instance, “But if this romantic
view of the past is untrue, equally
unjustified is it to look down with
contempt on our distant ancestors”,
and then, “The iruth seems to be
that man in his infancy was neither
an ideal of virtue, nor an embodi-
ment of savagery. He was rather
like us—a mixture of both.”

Ancther characteristic of the
writer reveals an intimate know-
lerge of child-psychology. The child
is primarily interested in his own
surroundings, his own conditions of
life and his environment, therefore
any book that dwells only on things
and happenings which are far in
space and time is apt to fill the child
with insufferable boredom and is
foredoomed to failure in arousing
a living 'interest in the subject. Mr.
Masani is fully awake to this and
therefore whenever he describes
some bygone stage of human life he
makes the theme athrob with life
by showing parallels from the im-
mediate present. Thus while dis-
cussing Greek democracy he points
out, “So, when we talk of

Greek ‘democracy’ we must remem-

ber that it was confined to a pri-
vileged class of ‘free men’ just as
today, in South Africa, only a small
number of ‘white’ men have the
right to vote, and the people of the
soil, the Negroes, have no political
rights and are kept at a very low
level of existence.”

Whenever the subject permits, the
author does not fail to introduce a
touch of humour also. As, for in-
stance, writing about the sweeping
power of the modern State he says,
“The State, in other words, supplies
many of our wants and dominates

every day of our lives from morning:

till midnight—and sometimes from
midnight to morning it enforces a
complete black-out”.

The book is sure to engender an
aversion in the minds of the young
readers for all aggressive and rapid
sentiments of  nationalism or
Herrenvolk, as well as for all sys-
tems of government that seek to
suppress the liberty of the individual
and reduce the people either to cogs
in the huge machinery of the State,
or packs of wolves.

The Rich Background of Language

A HOG ON ICE and Other Curious Expressions

BY C. E. FUNK
(John Murray, 105 6 d.)

There is a history behind every
word. But it is shrouded in the
darkness of long past night. The
history behind the striking phrases
that have crept into the language is
not totally lost. But much effort
and understanding are still required
to get at many of them, which when
got at are so delightful that much
gratitude must be shown to those
who take the trouble. Dr. Funk,
therefore, has done a very useful
work in hunting up the history and
the real significance of some of the
most curious expressions that have
secured a place in the English (or
American) language.

How hard he had to labour . is
clear from the introductory account
he gives of his hunt after the ex-
pression,” A Hog On Ice.” He has
had to survey England and Ame-
rica, and many other parts of the

earth, as well as look up many .
’ “a baker’s dozen”, to exasperate one

books, known and unknown, an-
cient, medieval and modern. But
the result of his labours is very
satisfying indeed.

Psychology, philosophy, history,
general knowledge of the habits of
life, thought and speech, have all to
be laid under contribution to secure
full understanding of the curious
but telling expressions in a lan-
guage. That is why such a study
is no mere hobby of a erank, but an
all-rougd  scientific enquiry which
in itself may be a liberal education.
Look at one of the shorter notes of

‘Dr. Funk. He writes about the ex-

pression “te fish in troubled waters”:
““Troubled waters’ is in itself an

idiomatic phrase, used since the
sixteenth century to mean mental
perturbation, or disquiet. And at
about the same period our ances-
tors fished in the same kind of
water; that is, they took advantage
of another’s mental perturbation to
gain something desirable for them-
selves. The earliest instance of its
use thus far located is in R. Graf-
ton’s Chronicle of England, ‘Their
perswasions whiche always desyre
your unquietness, whereby they
may the better fishe in the water
when it is troubled’ The allusion
is to the fact that, as fishermen
know, fish bite best when the water
is rough.”

We use many expressions without
knowing the reason for the parti-
cular meaning the expression has.
Thus when all is well we say “The
goose hangs high”, we call thirteen

is “to get one’s goat”, to be per:
versely unright is “to go haywire”,
to be as innocent as a babe is to be
“not dry behind the ears”. How all
these and many more expressions
have got their meaning, and in
many cases what they mean exact-
ly, Dr. Funk tells us with a wealth
of detail and authority that is very
interesting to read. It is, of course,
not a book for cefitingons reading,
but there is so much of variety, so
much that is strange and unexpect-
ed that it is rather difficult to put
down without reading a good part
of it at any one sitting.

P. L. STEPHEN

He has fascinatingly shown how
imperialist expansions ultimately
turned upon the tyrants themselves
who were marched off the stage
where they misbehaved. The book
ends with the comforting assurance
that the future of mankind lies in
love, peace and amity and not in
clutching at each other’s throats and
world-wide conflagrations. Tagore’s
well-known song, ‘Where the mind
is without fear and the head is held
high’, forms the happy and inspiring
epilogue of the book.

Mr. Masani rightly remarks that
man’s inner growth has not kept
pace with his outer progress and
that is a most ominous feature of
the present civilisation. The Mother
(of Sri Aurobindo’s Ashram) said
about the atomic bomb, in 1945,
“The atomic bomb is in itself the
most wonderful achievement and
the sign of a growing power of man
over the material nature. But what

s to be regretted is that this material

progress is not the result of and in
keeping with a spiritual progress
and mastery which alone has the
power to coniradict and counteract
the terrible danger coming from
these discoveries. We cannot and
must not stop progress, but we must
achieve it in an equilibrium bet-
ween the inside and the outside.”

At one point Mr. Masani’s argu-
ment does not seem supported by
the logic of facts. He is of the view
that in Ancient India the smaller
democracies were supplanted by
larger and powerful states that were
undemocratic because of the lack of
easy and rapid means of communi-
cation. He writes, “There was then
no railway, no telegraph, no radio,
no printing press, and no newspaper
through which public opinion could
be voiced. So distance proved to be
a deadly enemy of democracy.” We
cannot see eye to eye with this view,
because it was rather lack of trans-
port that always stood in the way of
India’s unification and incidentally
enabled her village communities to
maintain their republican character
till the modern era when the scienti-
fic inventions in transport are lable
to flatten out all her diversity. A
totalitarian state  with such vast
areas under complete subjugation
as the U.S.S.R. was inconeeivable
in those days.

Mr. Moorhouse’s illustrations are
most interesting and go a long way,
together with Mr. Masani’s text, in
relieving the monotony of the sub-
ject and turning history into a vivid
pageant.
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